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2015-16 ARMENIA DEMOGRAPHIC AND HEALTH SURVEY  

 

Armenian families are getting healthier, according to the newly released 2015-16 Armenia 

Demographic and Health Survey (ADHS) Final Report. The 2015-16 ADHS is the fourth DHS 

conducted in Armenia since 2000 and provides estimates at the national and regional levels including 

Yerevan. The survey results highlight high levels of contraceptive use and child vaccination coverage, 

as well as decreases in anemia prevalence.   

Nearly 6 in 10 married women age 15-49 use any method of contraception—28% use a modern 

method, while 29% use a traditional method. The use of modern methods has increased from 20% in 

2005 to 28% in 2015-16. The male condom (15%), the intrauterine device (9%), and the pill (3%) are 

the most popular modern methods of contraception. Despite the increases in modern contraceptive 

use, less effective traditional contraceptive methods such withdrawal (25%) and the rhythm method 

(4%) remain popular.  

Across Armenia, the majority of children receive all basic vaccinations. Currently, 89% of children 

age  24-35 months have received all basic vaccinations. Basic vaccination coverage is slightly higher 

in rural areas (93%) than in urban areas (86%). Just 1% of Armenian children have not received any 

vaccines. 
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The 2015-16 ADHS reveals that anemia among women and children is decreasing. Among women, 

anemia decreased from 21% in 2005 to 13% in 2015-16. However, anemia in women varies greatly by 

region, from a low of 7% in Armavir to a high of 39% in Gegharkunik. Anemia prevalence among 

children has decreased markedly from 33% in 2005 to 16% in 2015-16. Children in Gegharkunik are 

seven times more likely to be anemic (49%) than children in Armavir (7%).    

Despite these positive results, the 2015-16 ADHS also identifies areas for improvement. More than 1 

in 5 Armenian households lack an improved sanitation facility. In rural areas, over half of households 

do not have an improved sanitation facility. Smoking is quite common among men, with 61% of men 

age 15-49 smoking cigarettes. Moreover, most male smokers are daily smokers who smoke 15 or more 

cigarettes a day. Additionally, though knowledge of tuberculosis (TB) is widespread, just 61% of 

women and 69% of men who have heard of TB believe it can be cured. Two in ten women and 12% 

of men who have heard of TB incorrectly believe that TB can be spread by sharing utensils. 

The 2015-16 Armenia Demographic and Health Survey (2015-16 ADHS) was implemented by the 

National Statistical Service (NSS) and the Ministry of Health (MOH) from December 8, 2015, to 

April 5, 2016. The funding for the ADHS was provided by the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the Joint 

United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), and the United Nations Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF). ICF provided technical assistance through The DHS Program, which assists countries in 

the collection of data to monitor and evaluate population, health, and nutrition programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions, please contact: 

Statistical Information Dissemination and Public Relations Division, NSS RA                   011523 356  


