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 Acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) is caused by a human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) that weakens the immune system, making the body susceptible to and unable to recover 
from other diseases. HIV/AIDS is an international pandemic, with cases reported from every country. 
The United Nations Program on AIDS (UNAIDS) estimates that, in 2009, 33.3 million people 
worldwide were living with HIV and an estimated 2.6 million people became newly infected. The 
overall growth of the global AIDS epidemic appears to have stabilized, however. Due to the 
substantial scale up of antiretroviral therapy (ART) over the past few years, there has been a steady 
decrease in the annual number of new HIV infections worldwide since the late 1990s. Moreover, 
deaths among people living with HIV declined 19 percent between 2004 and 2009.. Despite these 
signs of progress, 10 million people still living with HIV worldwide who are eligible for treatment 
under the new WHO guidelines are still in need (UNAIDS, 2010).  
  

From 1988 to June 30, 2011, 1,072 HIV cases have been registered in Armenia, with 148 new 
cases registered in 2010. A large majority of the reported HIV cases (71 percent) are among men, 
while women account for 29 percent. Twenty-two of the reported cases (2 percent) are children. The 
majority of the registered HIV-infected individuals (58 percent) belong to the age group 25-39. In 
Armenia the main modes of HIV transmission are through heterosexual practices (53 percent) and 
injecting drug use (38 percent). Additionally, there are registered cases of transmission through 
homosexual practices, as well as mother-to-child HIV transmission, and transmission through blood 
transfusions. 
  

According to the Armenian National AIDS Center, the estimated number of people living 
with HIV in the country is about 2,500 (National Center for AIDS Prevention [NCAP], 2011).  
 
 The 2010 ADHS collected information from women and men on HIV/AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs), such as syphilis, gonorrhea, and chlamydia, which are known 
to be important predisposing factors for HIV epidemics. This chapter summarizes information on 
knowledge, perceptions, and behaviors at the national level and within geographic and socioeconomic 
subgroups of the population.  
 
13.1 KNOWLEDGE OF HIV/AIDS AND METHODS OF HIV PREVENTION 
 
 Table 13.1 shows the percentages of women and men age 15-49 who have heard of AIDS, by 
background characteristics. Knowledge of AIDS in Armenia continues to be very high, nearly 
universal. More than nine in ten (96 percent each) women and men reported that they have heard of 
HIV/AIDS, a slight increase from 95 percent of women and 92 percent of men in 2005. Awareness of 
AIDS is somewhat lower among the youngest and least educated respondents and among men who 
have never had sex. Additionally, a lower proportion of women living in Aragatsotn and Ararat 
regions (81 and 85 percent, respectively) and of men living in Aragatsotn, Vayots Dzor, and Lori 
regions (83, 86, and 87 percent, respectively) have heard of AIDS when compared with respondents 
in other regions.  
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 Table 13.1  Knowledge of AIDS  

 
Percentage of women and men age 15-49 who have heard of AIDS, by background 
characteristics, Armenia 2010   

 
 Women Men  

 
Background  
characteristic 

Have heard 
of AIDS

Number of 
women

Have heard 
of AIDS

Number of 
women  

 Age  
 15-24  91.9 1,893 91.1 527  
   15-19  86.7 861 82.8 229  
   20-24  96.3 1,032 97.4 298  
 25-29  97.6 950 97.8 285  
 30-39  98.2 1,481 99.1 391  
 40-49  97.1 1,598 98.1 381  

 Marital status  
 Never married  92.0 1,911 92.6 707  
   Ever had sex  * 9 99.8 414  
   Never had sex  92.0 1,903 82.4 293  
 Married/living together  97.6 3,626 98.7 855  
 Divorced/separated/widowed 97.5 385 (100.0) 22  

 Employment abroad (past 3 years)1  
 Worked abroad  96.1 165 99.3 181  
 Did not work abroad  95.8 5,755 95.7 1,395  
 Missing * 2 * 7  

 
Spousal employment abroad  
 reported by ever-married women2  

 Woman worked abroad herself (96.9) 39 na na 
 Husband worked abroad2 97.5 826 na na 
 Both worked abroad  97.6 87 na na 
 None worked abroad  97.7 3,045 na na 
 Missing * 14 na na 

 Residence  
 Urban  97.9 3,641 98.3 984  
 Rural 92.5 2,281 92.1 600  

 Region  
 Yerevan  98.8 2,069 99.4 593  
 Aragatsotn  81.3 260 83.1 70  
 Ararat  84.5 379 91.7 125  
 Armavir  99.0 535 98.3 148  
 Gegharkunik  90.5 459 92.9 83  
 Lori  98.4 513 86.8 130  
 Kotayk  98.6 543 99.2 148  
 Shirak  96.5 598 98.7 131  
 Syunik  97.9 198 90.7 63  
 Vayots Dzor  88.5 131 86.1 24  
 Tavush  95.1 238 99.6 68  

 Education  
 Basic 81.7 347 86.8 188  
 Secondary  93.7 2,137 94.9 619  
 Secondary special  98.3 1,681 98.0 301  
 Higher  98.8 1,757 99.7 477  

 Wealth quintile  
 Lowest  90.2 1,151 91.1 332  
 Second  94.4 1,211 95.4 285  
 Middle  96.9 1,139 96.0 312  
 Fourth  98.5 1,146 98.9 332  
 Highest  98.7 1,275 98.4 323  
     

 Total  95.8 5,922 96.0 1,584 

 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates 
that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. 
na = Not applicable 
1 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the 
survey for three or more months at a time. 
2 In the 2010 ADHS, information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from 
ever-married women age 15-49. Men in the 2010 ADHS were not asked about their wives’ 
employment outside the country.  
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AIDS prevention programs focus their messages and efforts on safe sexual practices, 
specifically on proper condom use (using a condom every time one has sexual intercourse) and 
limiting the number of sexual partners or staying faithful to one uninfected partner who has no other 
partners. Table 13.2 shows the percentages of women and men who, in response to prompted 
questions on these two specific ways of avoiding HIV infection, gave positive responses. Overall, the 
most often mentioned way of avoiding AIDS is by limiting sex to one partner who has not been 
infected with AIDS (81 percent of women and 87 percent of men). The use of condoms is cited by 74 
percent of women and 83 percent of men. Approximately seven in ten women (69 percent) and eight 
in ten men (80 percent) mentioned both using condoms and limiting sex to one uninfected partner. 

As Table 13.2 shows, young women and men age 15-24 are somewhat less knowledgeable 
than older respondents about the various modes of prevention. With regard to marital status, 
knowledge of HIV prevention methods is lower among never-married respondents than among those 
who are currently married or who are divorced, separated, or widowed. Men who never had sex have 
especially low levels of such knowledge: only 50 percent of men in this category know that proper 
condom use and staying faithful to one uninfected partner who has no other partners can prevent HIV 
infection.  

Women who worked abroad in the past three years for three or more months are slightly less 
knowledgeable of both specified HIV prevention methods than those who did not work abroad (65 
versus 69 percent), while the opposite pattern is observed among men: 85 percent of those who 
worked abroad are aware of both HIV prevention methods versus 80 percent of men who did not work 
abroad. Urban women and men (74 and 82 percent, respectively) are more likely to be aware of safe 
sexual practices than rural women and men (61 and 77 percent, respectively). Among women, 
knowledge of both specified HIV prevention methods ranges from 9 percent in Syunik region to 79 
percent in Yerevan and Kotayk regions, while among men it ranges from 58 percent in Aragatsotn 
region to 97 percent in Tavush region.  

There is a strong positive relationship between the respondent’s educational background and 
wealth and his or her knowledge of ways to prevent getting HIV. For example, 45 percent of women 
and 75 percent of men with basic education say that the risk of getting the AIDS virus can be reduced 
by using condoms and limiting sex to one uninfected partner, compared with 79 percent of women 
and 85 percent of men with higher than secondary education. Similarly, 56 percent of women and 74 
percent of men in the lowest wealth quintile are aware of both HIV prevention methods, compared 
with 79 percent of women and 88 percent of men in the highest wealth quintile.  

Overall, knowledge of HIV prevention methods at the national level has changed little during 
the past five years among both women and men. 
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 Table 13.2  Knowledge of HIV prevention methods 

 

Percentage of women and men age 15-49 who, in response to prompted questions, say that people can reduce the risk of getting the 
AIDS virus by using condoms every time they have sexual intercourse, and by having one sex partner who is not infected and has no 
other partners, by background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

  Women Men 

 
 Percentage who say HIV can be 

prevented by: 
Percentage who say HIV can be  

prevented by: 

 
Background  
characteristic 

Using 
condoms1

Limiting 
sexual 

intercourse 
to one 

uninfected 
partner2

Using 
condoms 

and limiting 
sexual 

intercourse 
to one 

uninfected
partner1,2

Number 
of 

women
Using 

condoms1

Limiting 
sexual  

intercourse 
to one 

uninfected 
partner2 

Using 
condoms 

and limiting 
sexual 

intercourse 
to one 

uninfected 
partner1,2 

Number 
of men

 Age    
 15-24  66.4  74.3 60.9 1,893 70.3 74.0  63.9  527 
   15-19  56.1  66.8 50.0 861 60.0 61.9  50.7  229 
   20-24  75.0  80.5 70.1 1,032 78.2 83.3  74.1  298 
 25-29  76.5  82.0 70.4 950 88.0 91.6  86.2  285 
 30-39  78.1  87.8 75.4 1,481 89.6 94.5  88.6  391 
 40-49  75.9  82.4 71.1 1,598 91.2 93.5  89.3  381 
 Marital status    
 Never married  66.8  75.0 61.9 1,911 75.5 78.4  70.4  707 
   Ever had sex  * * * 9 90.0 89.4  85.3  414 
   Never had sex  66.7  75.0 61.8 1,903 54.9 62.9  49.5  293 
 Married/living together  76.6  83.7 71.9 3,626 89.5 93.7  87.8  855 
 Divorced/separated/widowed  78.1  86.1 74.2 385 (95.0) (97.4)  (95.0)  22 
 Employment abroad (past 3 years)3    
 Worked abroad  74.2  78.3 64.7 165 88.3 90.1  84.6  181 
 Did not work abroad  73.5  81.2 68.9 5,755 82.8 86.6  79.7  1,395 
 Missing * * * 2 * * * 7 

 
Spousal employment abroad 
 reported by ever-married women4    

 Woman worked abroad herself  (64.4)  (78.6) (58.5) 39 na na na na
 Husband worked abroad4 78.0  85.9 73.5 826 na na na na
 Both worked abroad  80.0  81.2 69.0 87 na na na na
 None worked abroad  76.4  83.7 72.1 3,045 na na na na
 Missing * * * 14 na na na na
 Residence    
 Urban  77.9  85.5 73.8 3,641 85.6 88.9  82.1  984 
 Rural  66.4  74.0 60.9 2,281 79.4 83.7  76.8  600 
 Region    
 Yerevan  82.8  90.0 78.8 2,069 85.4 90.5  81.5  593 
 Aragatsotn  64.9  68.6 60.8 260 64.3 62.0  58.1  70 
 Ararat  71.1  71.8 64.6 379 67.7 84.0  67.2  125 
 Armavir  74.8  86.7 72.3 535 93.5 98.3  93.5  148 
 Gegharkunik  62.6  82.5 60.1 459 87.4 90.4  87.0  83 
 Lori  70.5  87.3 68.0 513 72.1 72.8  71.2  130 
 Kotayk  82.5  88.4 79.4 543 95.3 95.3  93.1  148 
 Shirak  75.7  74.3 63.2 598 83.8 79.7  72.8  131 
 Syunik  14.5  14.1 8.5 198 68.0 74.4  67.2  63 
 Vayots Dzor  58.6  66.5 52.6 131 68.1 72.6  65.3  24 
 Tavush  61.5  67.7 57.1 238 99.6 97.1  97.1  68 
 Education    
 Basic  50.3  60.4 45.1 347 76.2 81.2  74.6  188 
 Secondary  67.4  76.3 61.8 2,137 80.4 83.3  76.7  619 
 Secondary special  76.7  83.8 72.0 1,681 85.2 89.6  82.4  301 
 Higher  82.5  88.3 78.9 1,757 88.6 92.1  85.3  477 
 Wealth quintile    
 Lowest  63.5  70.1 56.3 1,151 76.6 81.2  73.5  332 
 Second  67.4  77.1 62.7 1,211 84.6 86.8  80.4  285 
 Middle  74.8  81.8 71.4 1,139 84.1 86.0  80.3  312 
 Fourth  77.9  85.1 74.0 1,146 82.5 88.7  79.2  332 
 Highest  83.3  90.5 79.0 1,275 89.1 91.9  87.6  323 
       

 Total 73.5 81.1 68.8 5,922 83.3 86.9 80.1 1,584

 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 
unweighted cases and has been suppressed. 
na = Not applicable 
1 Using condoms every time they have sexual intercourse 
2 Partner who has no other partners 
3 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
4 In the 2010 ADHS, information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from ever-married women age 15-49. Men in the 
2010 ADHS were not asked about their wives’ employment outside the country.
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13.2 REJECTION OF MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT HIV/AIDS TRANSMISSION AND  
COMPREHENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF AIDS 

 
In addition to knowing effective ways to avoid contracting HIV, it is also useful to be able to 

identify incorrect beliefs about AIDS to eliminate misconceptions. Misconceptions about AIDS and 
HIV transmission are among the factors that result in discrimination and stigmatization. The 2010 
ADHS included questions on common misconceptions about HIV/AIDS. Misconceptions about AIDS 
in Armenia include the idea that HIV-positive people always appear ill, the belief that the AIDS virus 
can be transmitted through mosquito bites, by sharing food with someone who has AIDS, and by 
kissing someone who is infected with the AIDS virus. Respondents who have heard of AIDS were 
asked about these four misconceptions, and the results are presented in Tables 13.3.1 and 13.3.2 for 
women and men, respectively. 
  

The results in Tables 13.3.1 and 13.3.2 indicate that many Armenian adults lack accurate 
knowledge about the ways in which the AIDS virus can and cannot be transmitted. Particularly 
critical is the fact that only 65 percent of women and 51 percent of men know that a healthy-looking 
person can have the AIDS virus. Many women and men also erroneously believe that the AIDS virus 
can be transmitted through mosquito bites: only 47 percent of women and 53 percent of men reject 
this common misconception. Furthermore, only 52 percent of women and 41 percent of men correctly 
believe that the AIDS virus cannot be transmitted by kissing a person infected with the AIDS virus, 
and 67 percent of women and 57 percent of men know that the AIDS virus cannot be contracted by 
sharing food with a person who has AIDS. Overall, only a quarter of women (24 percent) and a 
smaller proportion of men (16 percent) reject two of the most common local misconceptions about the 
transmission of the AIDS virus in Armenia—namely, that the AIDS virus can be transmitted through 
mosquito bites and by kissing someone infected with HIV—and believe that a healthy-looking person 
can have the AIDS virus.  
   

Tables 13.3.1 and 13.3.2 document substantial variation in knowledge about AIDS by 
background characteristics. The proportions of women and men who reject the most common 
misconceptions and know that a healthy-looking person can have the AIDS virus are lowest among 
young respondents age 15-19. Respondents who never married and those who never had sex are less 
likely than other respondents to refute these misconceptions. For all indicators, the proportion of 
women with correct knowledge about HIV/AIDS prevention and transmission is higher in urban areas 
than in rural areas. The percentage of men who correctly reject local misconceptions that the AIDS 
virus can be transmitted through mosquito bites, or through kissing someone infected with HIV, or by 
sharing food with a person who has AIDS is also higher in urban areas than in rural areas. However, 
men residing in rural areas are more likely than men in urban areas to know that a healthy-looking 
person can have the AIDS virus (58 versus 46 percent, respectively). There is almost no difference 
between men in urban and rural areas on the combined indicator including rejecting the most common 
misconceptions and knowing that a healthy-looking person can have the AIDS virus. 

. 
The variations are more pronounced by region. For example, while 76 percent of women in 

Lori region say that a healthy-looking person can have HIV, only 32 percent of women in Aragatsotn 
region give the same answer. Among men, 87 percent in Kotayk region say that a healthy-looking 
person can have HIV, compared with 19 percent in Lori region. There is a vast difference in the 
rejection of misconceptions between women and men residing in the same region. For example, 76 
percent of women in Lori say that a healthy-looking person can have HIV versus 19 percent of men 
residing in the same region. A less pronounced difference is seen among residents of Yerevan; 72 
percent of women say a healthy-looking person can have HIV versus 36 percent of men who feel the 
same way. The same is true for respondents in Shirak (69 percent of women and 45 percent of men).  
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 Table 13.3.1  Comprehensive knowledge about AIDS: Women 

 

Percentage of women age 15-49 who say that a healthy-looking person can have the AIDS virus and who, in response to prompted questions, 
correctly reject local misconceptions about AIDS transmission or prevention, and the percentage with a comprehensive knowledge about 
AIDS by background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

   Percentage 
who say that a 
healthy-looking 

person can 
have the AIDS 
virus and who 

reject the  
two most 

common local 
miscon- 
ceptions1 

 
    
    
  Percentage of women who say that:  

 
Background  
characteristic 

A healthy-
looking 

person can 
have the 

AIDS virus 

AIDS  
cannot be 

transmitted by 
mosquito bites

AIDS cannot be 
transmitted by 

kissing 
someone 

infected with 
the AIDS virus

A person 
cannot 
become 

infected by 
sharing food 
with a person 
who has AIDS

Percentage 
with a 

compre- 
hensive 

knowledge 
about AIDS2

Number 
of 

women
 Age   
 15-24  59.1  43.0 46.8 60.2 20.6  15.8  1,893 
   15-19  53.9  36.0 38.6 53.6 15.7  10.4  861 
   20-24  63.3  48.9 53.6 65.8 24.7  20.3  1,032 
 25-29  67.6  51.1 55.9 72.4 27.8  22.8  950 
 30-39  69.7  49.2 56.8 69.2 26.9  23.3  1,481 
 40-49  66.7  48.6 51.9 67.8 24.4  20.3  1,598 
 Marital status   
 Never married  59.8  42.9 49.4 64.3 21.4  16.8  1,911 
   Ever had sex  * * * * * * 9 
   Never had sex  59.8  42.8 49.4 64.2 21.3  16.6  1,903 
 Married/living together  67.6  49.2 53.5 67.2 25.7  21.6  3,626 
 Divorced/separated/widowed  68.8  51.9 51.7 70.2 25.9  21.7  385 
 Employment abroad (past 3 years)3   
 Worked abroad  67.2  53.0 52.2 63.4 26.5  22.7  165 
 Did not work abroad  65.1  47.2 52.1 66.5 24.3  19.9  5,755 

 
Spousal employment abroad  
 reported by ever-married women4   

 Woman worked abroad herself  (60.0)  (55.1) (52.6) (62.1) (30.5)  (24.8)  39 
 Husband worked abroad4 70.3  44.1 49.5 64.6 22.5  18.6  826 
 Both worked abroad  67.2  48.0 55.9 70.4 24.5  21.3  87 
 None worked abroad  67.2  51.0 54.3 68.2 26.6  22.4  3,045 
 Residence   
 Urban  69.6  48.4 53.9 69.5 25.3  21.1  3,641 
 Rural  58.0  45.7 49.2 61.5 22.9  18.3  2,281 
 Region   
 Yerevan  72.3  51.9 54.2 69.9 27.8  23.9  2,069 
 Aragatsotn  31.8  57.6 40.1 63.5 22.9  18.5  260 
 Ararat  56.6  80.1 75.2 77.6 51.1  40.8  379 
 Armavir  58.8  51.5 59.6 70.5 29.6  26.4  535 
 Gegharkunik  68.3  51.4 61.9 73.3 35.6  26.6  459 
 Lori  76.4  16.8 43.1 55.0 4.2  3.0  513 
 Kotayk  60.6  25.0 57.0 73.3 10.4  8.2  543 
 Shirak  68.5  42.4 39.4 51.3 17.4  15.9  598 
 Syunik  35.6  53.7 35.6 64.8 13.6  1.3  198 
 Vayots Dzor  65.7  56.3 31.5 58.2 20.8  17.6  131 
 Tavush  63.9  46.7 39.0 53.0 23.4  18.8  238 
 Education   
 Basic  47.9  29.3 34.4 44.9 13.6  9.3  347 
 Secondary  57.6  41.4 42.4 57.4 17.3  13.2  2,137 
 Secondary special  68.8  49.2 56.0 69.7 25.8  21.2  1,681 
 Higher  74.3  56.5 63.6 78.6 33.7  29.3  1,757 
 Wealth quintile   
 Lowest  51.2  45.8 43.4 56.4 21.0  16.7  1,151 
 Second  61.2  43.7 53.8 64.6 22.9  17.9  1,211 
 Middle  68.2  41.4 49.0 62.8 20.7  16.5  1,139 
 Fourth  74.3  50.2 58.3 74.2 28.6  23.9  1,146 
 Highest  70.7  55.3 55.5 73.6 28.3  24.8  1,275 
       

 Total  65.2 47.4 52.1 66.5 24.4 20.0 5,922

 

Note: Total includes two women with information missing on employment abroad and 14 women with information missing on spousal 
employment abroad. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 
25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.  
1 The two most common local misconceptions involve transmission by mosquito bites and by kissing someone infected with the AIDS virus. 
 2 Comprehensive knowledge means knowing that consistent use of a condom during sexual intercourse and having just one uninfected 
faithful partner can reduce the chance of getting the AIDS virus, knowing that a healthy-looking person can have the AIDS virus, and rejecting 
the two most common local misconceptions about HIV/AIDS transmission or prevention. 
3 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
4 In the 2010 ADHS, information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from ever-married women age 15-49. Men in the 2010 
ADHS were not asked about their wives’ employment outside the country.
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 Table 13.3.2  Comprehensive knowledge about AIDS: Men 

 

Percentage of men age 15-49 who say that a healthy-looking person can have the AIDS virus and who, in response to prompted questions, 
correctly reject local misconceptions about AIDS transmission or prevention, and the percentage with a comprehensive knowledge about 
AIDS by background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

   
Percentage 

who say that a 
healthy-looking 

person can 
have the AIDS 
virus and who 
reject the two 
most common 
local miscon- 

ceptions1 

 
    
    
  Percentage of men who say that:  

 
Background  
characteristic 

A healthy-
looking 

person can 
have the 

AIDS virus 

AIDS  
cannot be 
transmitted 
by mosquito 

bites 

AIDS 
cannot be 
transmitted 
by kissing 
someone 

infected with 
the AIDS 

virus

A person 
cannot 
become 

infected by 
sharing food 
with a person 

who has 
AIDS 

Percentage with 
a compre- 

hensive 
knowledge 

about AIDS2 
Number of 

men

 Age    
 15-24  41.1  42.3 28.8 44.7 9.2 8.9  527 
   15-19  29.9  37.7 20.7 37.0 3.9 3.9  229 
   20-24  49.7  45.8 35.1 50.6 13.3 12.7  298 
 25-29  51.2  53.9 43.4 63.7 17.1 17.0  285 
 30-39  55.4  58.6 48.3 64.4 17.9 17.3  391 
 40-49  59.0  61.6 46.7 62.8 24.5 24.0  381 

 Marital status   
 Never married  43.8  47.6 36.0 51.6 12.5 12.2  707 
   Ever had sex  49.6  58.2 48.1 64.5 17.4 16.9  414 
   Never had sex  35.7  32.6 18.8 33.5 5.5 5.5  293 
 Married/living together  56.3  57.5 44.0 61.9 19.5 19.0  855 
 Divorced/separated/widowed  (57.8)  (55.3) (52.0) (61.2) (24.5) (24.5)  22 

 
Employment abroad (past  
 3 years)3   

 Worked abroad  54.0  41.8 35.1 54.7 14.8 14.8  181 
 Did not work abroad  50.3  54.6 41.3 57.7 16.5 16.1  1,395 

 Residence   
 Urban  46.1  64.2 47.8 63.6 16.0 15.7  984 
 Rural  58.4  34.7 28.7 47.0 17.1 16.5  600 

 Region   
 Yerevan  36.3  79.7 60.0 74.2 17.7 17.4  593 
 Aragatsotn  41.8  34.9 46.0 52.1 27.8 27.8  70 
 Ararat  75.3  47.9 45.8 60.9 37.6 37.4  125 
 Armavir  69.6  21.2 30.6 33.4 14.4 13.5  148 
 Gegharkunik  70.7  26.4 38.2 68.0 19.9 18.4  83 
 Lori  19.0  36.9 7.1 16.8 5.3 5.3  130 
 Kotayk  87.3  19.7 30.3 44.0 9.9 9.9  148 
 Shirak  45.3  73.4 10.5 57.3 6.5 5.6  131 
 Syunik  44.1  35.0 34.1 36.7 20.5 20.5  63 
 Vayots Dzor  44.8  45.5 3.7 34.8 1.9 1.9  24 
 Tavush  75.3  34.1 43.3 81.7 10.6 10.2  68 

 Education   
 Basic  44.3  30.8 25.8 37.1 5.0 4.8  188 
 Secondary  50.5  43.0 31.3 48.4 12.8 12.8  619 
 Secondary special  46.5  56.2 37.7 59.7 14.4 13.6  301 
 Higher  56.2  72.8 60.2 75.4 26.9 26.3  477 

 Wealth quintile   
 Lowest  52.2  34.7 27.5 44.1 15.8 14.6  332 
 Second  60.0  41.7 31.8 52.0 16.3 16.3  285 
 Middle  47.2  54.1 41.9 52.6 12.2 12.2  312 
 Fourth  53.4  58.3 45.5 63.0 18.7 18.7  332 
 Highest  41.7  75.5 55.3 74.3 18.9 18.3  323 
       

 Total  50.7 53.1 40.6 57.3 16.4 16.0 1,584

 

Note: Total includes seven men with information missing on employment abroad. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted 
cases.  
1 The two most common local misconceptions involve transmission by mosquito bites and by kissing someone infected with the AIDS virus.
2 Comprehensive knowledge means knowing that consistent use of a condom during sexual intercourse and having just one uninfected 
faithful partner can reduce the chance of getting the AIDS virus, knowing that a healthy-looking person can have the AIDS virus, and 
rejecting the two most common local misconceptions about HIV/AIDS transmission or prevention. 
3 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
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For most of the misconceptions about HIV/AIDS transmission, the percentage of respondents 
who correctly reject local misconceptions increases with level of education for both women and men. 
The relationship with wealth is not linear. However, for most of the misconceptions, poorer 
respondents tend to have a higher level of misconceptions about HIV/AIDS transmission than 
wealthier respondents.  
 

Tables 13.3.1 and 13.3.2 provide an assessment of the level of comprehensive knowledge of 
HIV/AIDS prevention and transmission. Comprehensive knowledge is defined as: (1) knowing that 
both condom use and limiting sexual partners to one HIV-negative person are HIV/AIDS prevention 
methods, (2) being aware that a healthy-looking person can have HIV, and (3) rejecting the two most 
common local misconceptions. The 2010 ADHS results indicate that only one in five women (20 
percent) and one in six men (16 percent) in Armenia have comprehensive knowledge of HIV/AIDS 
prevention and transmission. 

 
This proportion varies by respondent’s background characteristics. As in the case with 

individual aspects of AIDS transmission, young respondents age 15-19 and respondents who never 
married or who never had sex are less likely than other respondents to have a comprehensive 
knowledge of AIDS.  

 
Variation by urban-rural residence is small, however, comprehensive knowledge about HIV/ 

AIDS varies widely by region. Among women, it ranges from 1 percent in Syunik to 41 percent in 
Ararat. Among men, it ranges from 2 percent in Vayots Dzor to 37 percent in Ararat. Large 
differences in comprehensive knowledge about HIV/AIDS are observed between women and men 
within the same region. In Syunik, 1 percent of women have a comprehensive knowledge about 
HIV/AIDS compared with 21 percent of men in the same region. The same pattern is seen in Vayots 
Dzor where 18 percent of women and 2 percent of men have a comprehensive knowledge of 
HIV/AIDS. 

 
Women and men with higher levels of schooling are more likely than those with less 

schooling to be aware of various preventive methods. Among women, for example, 29 percent of 
women with higher education have comprehensive knowledge about prevention and transmission of 
HIV/ 
AIDS, compared with 9 percent of women with only basic education. Similarly, among men, the level 
of comprehensive knowledge is 26 percent among men with higher education compared with 5 
percent among men with basic education.  

 
Comprehensive knowledge is lowest among women and men in the middle wealth quintile 

(17 and 12 percent, respectively). However, in general, comprehensive knowledge tends to increase 
with wealth. For example, 17 percent of women in the lowest quintile have comprehensive knowledge 
about AIDS, compared with 25 percent of women in the highest wealth quintile. Among men, the 
corresponding proportions are 15 percent in the lowest quintile and 18 percent in the highest.  

 
Over the past five years, the percentage of women who have comprehensive knowledge about 

HIV/AIDS has decreased from 26 percent in 2005 to 20 percent in 2010, and the percentage of men 
has decreased from 24 to 16 percent over the same period.  
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13.3 KNOWLEDGE OF PREVENTION OF MOTHER-TO-CHILD TRANSMISSION OF HIV 
 
Increasing the level of general knowledge about transmission of HIV from mother to child 

and reducing the risk of transmission by use of antiretroviral drugs is critical to the prevention of 
mother-to-child transmission (MTCT) of HIV. To assess MTCT knowledge, respondents in the 2010 
ADHS were asked if the virus that causes AIDS can be transmitted from a mother to her baby during 
pregnancy, delivery, or breastfeeding and whether they know of any special drugs a mother with HIV 
can take to reduce the risk of transmission to the baby. 

 
Table 13.4 shows that in Armenia, women are more likely than men to know of the risk of 

mother-to-child transmission of HIV through breastfeeding (44 percent versus 35 percent) and to 
know that the risk of mother-to-child transmission of HIV can be reduced by the mother taking 
special drugs during pregnancy (17 percent versus 9 percent). Pregnant women are more likely than 
nonpregnant women to know that HIV can be transmitted by breastfeeding (60 percent versus 44 
percent); they are also more likely to know that the risk of MTCT can be reduced by a mother taking 
special drugs during pregnancy (25 percent versus 17 percent). 

 Respondents age 15-19, those who never married or who never had sex, and respondents 
living in rural areas are somewhat less likely than other respondents to know that HIV can be 
transmitted by breastfeeding or that the risk of MTCT can be reduced by a mother taking special 
drugs during pregnancy. This knowledge increases with education and tends to increase with wealth, 
although the variation by wealth is not linear. 

Overall, only 12 percent of women and 7 percent of men know that HIV can be transmitted 
through breastfeeding and that the risk of MTCT can be reduced by the mother taking special drugs 
during pregnancy. Knowledge is lowest among youngest respondents age 15-19 (7 percent of women 
and less than 1 percent of men) when compared with older respondents. Furthermore, respondents 
who have never married (8 percent of women and 5 percent of men) and especially those who never 
had sex (8 percent of women and less than 1 percent of men) are the least likely to know that HIV can 
be transmitted through breastfeeding and that the risk of MTCT can be reduced by the mother taking 
special drugs during pregnancy. Almost twice as many pregnant women (21 percent) as nonpregnant 
women (11 percent) have knowledge of MTCT and how it can be reduced. Only a slightly higher 
percentage of female respondents in urban areas than in rural areas know about MTCT and the use of 
special drugs to reduce the risk of MTCT. By region, MTCT knowledge among women ranges from 
less than 1 percent in Aragatsotn and Ararat regions to 29 percent in Armavir. Among men, MTCT 
knowledge ranges from less than 1 percent in Aragatsotn, Ararat, Lori, Kotayk, and Vayots Dzor 
regions to 18 percent in Syunik. 
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 Table 13.4  Knowledge of prevention of mother to child transmission of HIV 

 

Percentage of women and men age 15-49 who know that HIV can be transmitted from mother to child by breastfeeding and that the risk of 
mother-r-to-child transmission (MTCT) of HIV can be reduced by mother taking special drugs during pregnancy, by background characteristics, 
Armenia 2010  

  Women Men 

  Percentage who know that:  Percentage who know that:  

 
Background  
characteristic 

HIV can be 
transmitted 

by 
breastfeeding 

Risk of 
MTCT can 

be 
reduced 

by mother 
taking 
special 
drugs 
during 

pregnancy

HIV can be 
transmitted by 
breastfeeding 

and risk of 
MTCT can be 
reduced by 

mother taking 
special drugs 

during 
pregnancy 

Number 
of 

women 

HIV can be 
transmitted 
by breast-
feeding 

Risk of 
MTCT can 

be 
reduced 

by mother 
taking 
special 
drugs 
during 

pregnancy 

HIV can be 
transmitted by 
breastfeeding 

and risk of 
MTCT can be 
reduced by 

mother taking 
special drugs 

during 
pregnancy 

Number 
of  

men 
 Age    
 15-24  39.9  13.5 9.6 1,893 23.2 3.8  2.6  527 
   15-19  31.8  9.5 6.5 861 17.7 1.3  0.4  229 
   20-24  46.6  16.8 12.2 1,032 27.5 5.7  4.2  298 
 25-29  44.3  17.4 12.0 950 40.7 10.7  8.7  285 
 30-39  46.4  19.8 13.5 1,481 41.9 11.0  8.6  391 
 40-49  48.1  18.7 11.6 1,598 38.9 12.4  8.7  381 
 Marital status    
 Never married  35.6  12.5 8.0 1,911 26.7 6.3  4.8  707 
   Ever had sex  * * * 9 35.7 10.4  8.1  414 
   Never had sex  35.6  12.5 7.9 1,903 14.0 0.6  0.1  293 
 Married/living together  48.8  19.5 13.6 3,626 41.4 10.9  8.2  855 
 Divorced/separated/widowed  47.1  16.8 9.3 385 (36.7) (11.7)  (6.5)  22 
 Employment abroad (past 3 years)1    
 Worked abroad  45.2  20.0 11.7 165 33.8 13.4  9.0  181 
 Did not work abroad  44.4  17.0 11.5 5,755 35.1 8.3  6.4  1,395 

 
Spousal employment abroad 
 reported by ever-married women2    

 Woman worked abroad herself  (40.6)  (30.7) (12.7) 39 na na na na
 Husband worked abroad2 46.9  17.7 11.5 826 na na na na
 Both worked abroad  43.2  16.1 9.8 87 na na na na
 None worked abroad  49.4  19.7 13.8 3,045 na na na na
 Currently pregnant    
 Pregnant  59.9  24.6 20.9 178 na na na na
 Not pregnant or not sure  43.9  16.9 11.2 5,744 na na na na
 Residence    
 Urban  46.9  17.7 12.2 3,641 38.0 9.9  8.6  984 
 Rural  40.5  16.1 10.4 2,281 29.4 7.2  3.4  600 
 Region    
 Yerevan  48.7  18.2 13.6 2,069 43.1 11.3  10.7  593 
 Aragatsotn  41.4  1.0 0.7 260 50.7 0.2  0.2  70 
 Ararat  12.3  2.7 0.9 379 7.4 0.0  0.0  125 
 Armavir  56.3  37.7 29.0 535 69.9 4.4  2.5  148 
 Gegharkunik  33.0  18.3 3.5 459 34.0 37.3  16.4  83 
 Lori  49.6  7.7 6.7 513 0.0 0.0  0.0  130 
 Kotayk  33.2  25.0 9.0 543 18.3 3.4  0.9  148 
 Shirak  52.8  13.8 11.9 598 30.9 13.4  8.1  131 
 Syunik  47.1  2.8 2.8 198 47.5 19.3  17.5  63 
 Vayots Dzor  71.2  19.3 19.2 131 37.0 0.0  0.0  24 
 Tavush  33.3  20.4 16.6 238 17.2 1.8  1.8  68 
 Education    
 Basic  30.2  12.6 9.9 347 25.7 5.6  4.9  188 
 Secondary  41.0  12.8 8.7 2,137 31.9 7.0  4.4  619 
 Secondary special  49.1  19.3 13.3 1,681 38.4 8.2  5.8  301 
 Higher  47.0  21.1 13.5 1,757 39.6 13.1  10.7  477 
 Wealth quintile    
 Lowest  41.7  15.1 11.2 1,151 36.8 7.5  3.9  332 
 Second  38.1  19.0 11.3 1,211 25.4 5.5  2.3  285 
 Middle  46.8  14.7 10.3 1,139 35.9 10.8  8.0  312 
 Fourth  45.4  18.6 12.2 1,146 36.7 10.5  9.9  332 
 Highest  49.9  17.9 12.5 1,275 37.7 9.7  8.7  323 
         

 Total 44.4 17.1 11.5 5,922 34.7 8.9 6.6 1,584

 

Note: Total includes 2 women and 7 men with information missing on employment abroad, and 14 women with information missing on spousal 
employment abroad. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. Figures in 
parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases.  
na = Not applicable 
1 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
2 In the 2010 ADHS, information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from ever-married women age 15-49. Men in the 2010 ADHS 
were not asked about their wives’ employment outside the country.
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13.4 STIGMA ASSOCIATED WITH AIDS AND ATTITUDES RELATED TO HIV/AIDS 
 

Knowledge and beliefs about AIDS can affect how people treat those they know to be living 
with HIV. Widespread stigma and discrimination in a population can adversely affect people’s 
willingness to be tested for HIV as well as their adherence to antiretroviral therapy. Reduction of 
stigma and discrimination in a population is, thus, an important impetus to the success of programs 
targeting HIV/AIDS prevention and control. 

In the 2010 ADHS, a number of questions were posed to respondents to assess the level of 
stigma associated with HIV and AIDS. Questions asked about the respondents’ willingness or 
unwillingness to buy vegetables from an infected vegetable seller, to let others know the HIV status of 
family members, and to take care of relatives who have the AIDS virus in their own household. They 
were also asked whether an HIV-positive female who is not sick should be allowed to continue 
teaching. Tables 13.5.1 and 13.5.2 show the percentages of women and men who express positive 
attitudes toward people with HIV among those who have heard about HIV/AIDS, by background 
characteristics. 

Both women and men tend to express more accepting attitudes toward HIV-infected relatives 
than toward shopkeepers or teachers. Fewer than three in ten women (29 percent) and 41 percent of 
men say that they would not want to keep secret that a family member was infected with the AIDS 
virus, and about half of respondents (49 percent of women and 54 percent of men) say they would be 
willing to care for a family member with the AIDS virus in their home. In contrast, only 19 percent of 
women and 22 percent of men say that an HIV-positive teacher should be allowed to continue 
teaching, and only 14 percent of women and 16 percent of men would buy fresh vegetables from a 
shopkeeper with AIDS. The percentage expressing accepting attitudes on all four measures is low, 1 
percent among women and less than 5 percent among men. 

Higher education, wealth, and urban residence are generally related to more accepting 
attitudes toward people who are HIV positive, with the exception of attitudes about not wanting to 
keep secret a family member’s HIV status. Among women, for example, the percentage expressing 
accepting attitudes toward a female teacher who is infected with AIDS but is not sick is 21 percent 
among urban women compared with 14 percent among rural women, and ranges from 9 percent 
among women who have basic secondary education to 29 percent among those with a higher than 
secondary specialized education. The opposite patterns are observed among both women and men 
concerning behavior toward HIV-infected relatives, specifically whether they would want to keep 
secret the illness of a family member. Rural residents and those in the lower wealth quintiles are 
generally more likely to say that they would not want to keep secret a family member’s infection with 
the AIDS virus.  

Across regions, women in Gegharkunik are the most likely to be willing to take care of a 
relative with HIV/AIDS at home (62 percent), women in Yerevan are the most likely to say that they 
would buy fresh vegetables from a shopkeeper or vendor who has the AIDS virus (23 percent) or to 
say that an HIV-positive female teacher should be allowed to continue teaching (25 percent). Women 
in Ararat and Armavir (45 and 46 percent, respectively) are the most likely to not want a family 
member’s HIV positive status to remain secret.  

 
As for men, those in Vayots Dzor are the most likely to be willing to take care of a relative 

with HIV/AIDS at home (85 percent), men in Gegharkunik are the most likely to say that they would 
buy fresh vegetables from a shopkeeper or vendor who has the AIDS virus (31 percent), men in 
Yerevan are the most likely to say that that an HIV-positive female teacher should be allowed to 
continue teaching (43 percent), and men in Ararat are the most likely to not want a family member’s 
HIV positive status to remain secret (85 percent). The percentage of men who express accepting 
attitudes on all indicators is highest among residents of Gegharkunik (11 percent), followed by those 
residing in Yerevan (9 percent) and Tavush (5 percent).  
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 Table 13.5.1  Accepting attitudes toward those living with HIV/AIDS: Women 

 
Among women age 15-49 who have heard of AIDS, percentage expressing specific accepting attitudes toward people with AIDS, by background 
characteristics, Armenia 2010  

 
 Percentage of women who:   

 
Background  
characteristic 

Are willing to 
care for a family 
member with the 
AIDS virus in the 

respondent's 
home 

Would buy fresh 
vegetables from 

shopkeeper  
who has the  
AIDS virus

Say that a female 
teacher with the 
AIDS virus but is 
not sick should 
be allowed to 

continue 
teaching

Would not want 
to keep secret 
that a family 
member got 

infected with the 
AIDS virus

Percentage 
expressing 
accepting 

attitudes on all 
four indicators 

Number of 
women who 
have heard 

of AIDS

 Age    
 15-24  44.6  13.0 19.6 24.9 1.4  1,740 
   15-19  41.0  11.9 19.0 25.3 1.4  746 
   20-24  47.3  13.7 20.0 24.6 1.5  993 
 25-29  50.7  16.3 19.9 27.8 1.5  927 
 30-39  49.1  13.1 16.0 29.6 1.2  1,454 
 40-49  51.5  14.3 18.9 33.3 1.6  1,552 

 Marital status   
 Never married  43.3  14.6 20.9 24.9 1.1  1,758 
   Ever had sex  * * * * * 8 
   Never had sex  43.3  14.4 20.8 24.8 1.0  1,750 
 Married/living together  51.7  13.7 17.3 30.2 1.7  3,539 

 
Divorced/separated/ 
widowed  44.9  13.0 18.7 35.3 0.9  375 

 Employment abroad (past 3 years)1   
 Worked abroad  53.6  29.7 19.0 36.2 3.7  159 
 Did not work abroad  48.5  13.5 18.5 28.7 1.4  5,512 

 
Spousal employment abroad 
 reported by ever-married women2   

 Woman worked abroad herself  (57.7)  (29.9) (18.7) (38.5) (0.0)  38 
 Husband worked abroad2 51.6  10.6 17.9 28.6 1.2  806 
 Both worked abroad  52.8  30.6 17.8 44.1 6.9  85 
 None worked abroad  50.8  13.8 17.3 30.9 1.6  2,974 

 Residence   
 Urban  48.7  17.4 21.2 27.8 1.8  3,564 
 Rural  48.5  8.0 14.0 30.7 0.8  2,108 

 Region   
 Yerevan  53.0  23.3 24.7 25.9 2.1  2,043 
 Aragatsotn  11.3  2.7 2.6 17.9 0.0  212 
 Ararat  38.3  4.2 13.0 45.4 0.0  320 
 Armavir  56.8  12.0 20.2 45.6 2.8  530 
 Gegharkunik  62.4  8.7 22.6 12.8 2.6  415 
 Lori  47.4  2.1 8.5 47.9 0.0  505 
 Kotayk  42.7  10.4 15.6 28.9 1.0  535 
 Shirak  56.0  17.8 22.5 16.9 0.7  577 
 Syunik  0.0  0.0 0.0 19.4 0.0  194 
 Vayots Dzor  49.0  5.7 7.7 24.8 0.7  115 
 Tavush  54.6  8.2 14.0 30.6 0.8  226 

 Education   
 Basic  43.6  8.4 8.8 31.6 0.0  284 
 Secondary  47.6  7.0 11.2 28.4 0.8  2,002 
 Secondary special  49.5  13.1 18.3 29.8 1.7  1,652 
 Higher  49.8  23.5 28.7 28.1 2.2  1,735 

 Wealth quintile   
 Lowest  46.2  8.3 12.1 33.6 0.8  1,038 
 Second  48.1  8.1 14.3 25.9 0.7  1,144 
 Middle  47.2  14.1 18.8 29.0 1.7  1,104 
 Fourth  50.7  19.0 23.7 29.3 2.1  1,129 
 Highest  50.6  19.1 22.7 27.2 1.8  1,259 
       

 Total 48.6 13.9 18.5 28.9 1.4 5,673

 Note: Total includes 2 women with information missing on employment abroad and 12 women with information missing on spousal employment 
abroad. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases 
and has been suppressed.  
1 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 

2 In the 2010 ADHS, information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from ever married women age 15-49.  
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 Table 13.5.2  Accepting attitudes toward those living with HIV/AIDS: Men 

 
Among men age 15-49 who have heard of HIV/AIDS, percentage expressing specific accepting attitudes toward people with AIDS, by 
background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

 
 Percentage of men who:   

 
Background  
characteristic 

Are willing to 
care for a family 
member with the 
AIDS virus in the 

respondent's 
home 

Would buy fresh 
vegetables from 
shopkeeper who 

has the  
AIDS virus 

Say that a female 
teacher with the 
AIDS virus but is 
not sick should 
be allowed to 

continue 
teaching 

Would not want 
to keep secret 
that a family 
member got 

infected with the 
AIDS virus 

Percentage 
expressing 
accepting 

attitudes on all 
four indicators 

Number of 
men who 

have heard 
of AIDS 

 Age       
 15-24  51.9  12.9  22.0  33.8  3.2  480  
   15-19  49.2  10.9 19.3 25.3 1.5  190 
   20-24  53.7  14.2  23.8  39.3  4.4  291  
 25-29  48.7  14.7  19.3  41.6  4.7  279  
 30-39  55.9  16.1  21.2  45.1  4.3  388  
 40-49  59.4  19.0  24.6  47.0  6.4  373  

 Marital status       
 Never married  50.1  15.1  21.6  33.5  3.9  655  
   Ever had sex  57.3  19.2 27.6 33.1 5.4  413 
   Never had sex  37.8  8.2  11.4  34.2  1.4  242  
 Married/living together  57.5  15.8  21.8  47.3  5.0  843  
 Divorced/separated/widowed (46.6)  (20.4) (34.7) (45.8) (8.1)  22 

 
Employment abroad (past  
 3 years)1       

 Worked abroad  40.3  10.5  10.7  41.0  1.3  180  
 Did not work abroad  56.2  16.3  23.5  41.2  5.0  1,336  

 Residence       
 Urban  60.2  20.9  31.1  37.2  6.2  968  
 Rural  43.6  6.3  5.9  48.6  1.7  553  

 Region       
 Yerevan  71.2  28.1  43.1  34.4  8.7  590  
 Aragatsotn  46.3  5.6 0.7 30.9 0.0  58 
 Ararat  6.4  0.7  0.2  84.5  0.0  114  
 Armavir  70.9  2.3  5.4  53.8  0.4  145  
 Gegharkunik  66.0  30.5  20.8  45.8  11.0  77  
 Lori  10.3  0.0  0.0  4.1  0.0  113  
 Kotayk  50.9  6.4  9.9  61.9  2.0  147  
 Shirak  17.5  6.6  12.5  60.8  1.7  130  
 Syunik  72.1  21.8  20.0  2.0  0.0  57  
 Vayots Dzor  84.9  3.3  24.1  14.2  1.8  21  
 Tavush  70.6  12.8  10.6  27.9  5.1  68  

 Education   
 Basic  50.2  14.7  14.9  38.5  6.0  163  
 Secondary  47.9  10.2  12.5  43.3  2.5  587  
 Secondary special  54.9  14.6  26.4  46.2  4.6  295  
 Higher  62.8  23.1  33.2  36.9  6.5  475  

 Wealth quintile       
 Lowest  49.3  5.0  4.3  48.7  1.1  302  
 Second  45.6  12.6  14.6  46.7  3.9  271  
 Middle  46.8  16.9  21.8  39.9  4.5  300  
 Fourth  59.2  22.3  29.7  38.7  9.5  329  
 Highest  67.9  19.9 37.1 34.0 3.4  318 
               

 Total  54.2 15.6 21.9 41.4 4.6 1,520 

 Note: Total includes 4 men with information missing on employment abroad. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases.  
1 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
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Accepting attitudes toward those living with HIV/AIDS for all four specified attitudes is 
higher among men than among women. In the past five years there has been an increase in the 
percentage of men who have accepting attitudes toward relatives and nonrelatives who are HIV 
positive. In 2010, 54 percent of men said that they are willing to care at home for a relative who is 
sick with the AIDS virus, a noticeable increase from the 15 percent reported in 2005. Similarly, more 
men in 2010 (41 percent) say that they would not want to keep a family member’s HIV-positive status 
a secret, indicating an increase from 30 percent in 2005. Only 5 percent of men express accepting 
attitudes on all four indicators, higher than the 1 percent reported in 2005. 

 
Among women, all accepting attitudes improved considerably since 2005, except for not 

wanting a family member’s HIV-positive status to remain a secret. For example, 49 percent of women 
in 2010 say that they are willing to care at home for a relative, who is sick with HIV/AIDS, a 
noticeable increase from 15 percent in 2005. However, 29 percent of women in 2010 would not want 
a family member’s HIV-positive status to remain a secret, a decline compared with 35 percent of 
women in 2005. When taking into account all four stigmas toward persons with AIDS, only 1 percent 
of women express accepting attitudes on all indicators, the same as reported in 2005. 

 
13.5  ATTITUDES TOWARD NEGOTIATING SAFER SEX 
 

Knowledge about HIV transmission and ways to prevent it are of little use if people feel 
powerless to negotiate safer sex practices with their partners. To assess the ability of women to 
negotiate safer sex with a spouse who has sex with other women or who has an STI, women and men 
were asked if they thought that a wife was justified (1) in refusing to have sexual intercourse with her 
husband if she knows he has sex with other women, or (2) in asking that he uses condoms if she 
knows he has an STI.  

Table 13.6 shows that more than eight in ten women (82 percent) and more than half of men 
(55 percent) agree that a woman is justified in refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband if 
she knows he has sex with other women. More than eight in ten women (85 percent) and close to nine 
in ten men (89 percent) think that a woman is justified in asking her husband to use a condom if he 
has an STI.  
 

The data show some variation by background characteristics of the respondents. Youngest 
respondents age 15-19 and those who never married or who never had sex are less supportive than 
other subgroups of a woman (1) refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband if she knows he 
has sex with other women, or (2) requesting that her husband use a condom if she knows he has an 
STI. Women who worked abroad in the past three years are more likely to support a wife in both 
specified scenarios. Among men, however, those who worked abroad in the past three years are less 
likely to be supportive of a wife refusing sexual intercourse with her husband if he has sex with other 
women than men who did not work abroad (50 percent versus 57 percent). Similar to women, men 
who worked abroad in the past three years are more likely to be supportive of a wife asking that her 
husband use a condom if he has an STI.  

 
Urban respondents are more likely than rural respondents to think that a wife is justified in 

refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband, if she knows he has sex with other women, or 
asking that he uses condoms, if she knows he has an STI. In terms of regional variations, women in 
Yerevan are the most supportive of a woman refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband if 
she knows he has sex with other women (92 percent), or a woman requesting that her husband use a 
condom if he has an STI (95 percent). Women in Syunik are the least supportive (51 and 26 percent, 
respectively). Among men, the percentage who think a wife is justified in refusing sex with her 
husband if he has sex with other women ranges from 13 percent, each, in Ararat and Lori to 81 
percent in Shirak and Syunik. The percentage who think that a wife is justified in requesting that her 
husband use a condom if he has an STI ranges from 73 percent in Vayots Dzor to 100 percent in 
Armavir.  
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Respondents with more education and those in wealthier households tend to be more 
supportive of women negotiating safer sex with their husbands than respondents with less education 
and in poorer households.  

 Table 13.6  Attitudes toward negotiating safer sexual relations with husband 

 

Percentage of women and men age 15-49 who believe that a woman is justified in refusing to have sexual intercourse with her husband if 
she knows that he has sexual intercourse with other women, and percentage who believe that a woman is justified in asking that they use a 
condom if she knows that her husband has a sexually transmitted infection (STI), by background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

  Women Men 

  Woman is justified in:  Woman is justified in:  

 
Background  
characteristic 

Refusing to 
have sexual 

intercourse with 
husband if she 
knows he has  
sex with other 

women 

Asking that they 
use a condom if 
she knows that 
her husband  
has an STI

Number of 
women

Refusing to 
have sexual 

intercourse with 
husband if she 
knows he has  
sex with other 

women

Asking that they 
use a condom if 
she knows that 
her husband  
has an STI 

Number of 
men

 Age   
 15-24  72.9  75.2 1,893 48.7 79.6  527 
   15-19  64.8  64.7 861 45.2 68.9  229 
   20-24  79.6  83.9 1,032 51.4 87.7  298 
 25-29  84.4  87.3 950 47.4 90.5  285 
 30-39  87.8  91.3 1,481 62.7 95.3  391 
 40-49  85.3  88.5 1,598 63.2 95.6  381 
 Marital status   
 Never married  72.6  73.8 1,911 45.9 81.9  707 
   Ever had sex  * * 9 53.2 92.1  414 
   Never had sex  72.6  73.7 1,903 35.5 67.3  293 
 Married/living together  86.2  90.2 3,626 63.2 95.2  855 
 Divorced/separated/widowed  86.6  87.9 385 (60.2) (97.4)  22 
 Employment abroad (past 3 years)1   
 Worked abroad  86.4  90.1 165 49.8 98.1  181 
 Did not work abroad  81.7  84.6 5,755 56.5 88.3  1,395 

 
Spousal employment abroad  
 reported by ever-married women2   

 Woman worked abroad herself  (90.6)  (94.2) 39 na na na
 Husband worked abroad2 85.2  90.8 826 na na na
 Both worked abroad  88.2  90.7 87 na na na
 None worked abroad  86.4  89.7 3,045 na na na
 Residence   
 Urban  85.8  88.4 3,641 62.8 90.1  984 
 Rural  75.5  78.9 2,281 43.3 88.0  600 
 Region   
 Yerevan  92.2  94.9 2,069 69.0 89.1  593 
 Aragatsotn  88.9  80.4 260 20.4 80.4  70 
 Ararat  76.5  71.7 379 13.0 73.2  125 
 Armavir  79.7  84.3 535 70.4 100.0  148 
 Gegharkunik  76.0  77.6 459 49.5 89.1  83 
 Lori  78.4  86.7 513 13.4 93.3  130 
 Kotayk  80.3  92.1 543 49.8 95.9  148 
 Shirak  76.2  82.2 598 80.6 88.6  131 
 Syunik  50.7  25.5 198 80.6 81.3  63 
 Vayots Dzor  79.4  86.9 131 39.6 73.1  24 
 Tavush  60.8  70.1 238 52.2 98.5  68 
 Education   
 Basic  59.6  62.4 347 46.4 81.6  188 
 Secondary  77.6  80.8 2,137 48.8 88.5  619 
 Secondary special  85.5  88.5 1,681 60.0 89.0  301 
 Higher  87.8  90.4 1,757 64.7 93.5  477 
 Wealth quintile   
 Lowest  75.5  78.1 1,151 44.5 86.3  332 
 Second  75.0  78.2 1,211 50.8 89.6  285 
 Middle  81.0  83.3 1,139 57.0 90.4  312 
 Fourth  85.9  89.2 1,146 60.5 91.3  332 
 Highest  91.0  94.2 1,275 64.0 88.9  323 
       

 Total  81.8 84.7 5,922 55.4 89.3 1,584

 

Note: Total includes 2 women and 7 men with information missing on employment abroad, and 14 women with information missing on 
spousal employment abroad. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on 
fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.  
na = Not applicable 
1 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
2 In the 2010 ADHS, information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from ever-married women age 15-49. Men in the 2010 
ADHS were not asked about their wives’ employment outside the country.
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13.6 ATTITUDES TOWARD CONDOM EDUCATION FOR YOUTH 
 

Condom use is one of the main strategies for combating the spread of HIV. Social acceptance 
of condom use among young people is a key factor determining use of condoms to prevent the sexual 
transmission of HIV and other STIs, as well as to prevent early pregnancy. However, educating youth 
about condoms is sometimes controversial, with some saying it promotes early sexual 
experimentation. Others are in favor of teaching youth to abstain from sexual intercourse until they 
are married. To measure attitudes toward education about condoms, the 2010 ADHS respondents 
were asked if they thought that children age 12-14 should be taught about using a condom to avoid 
getting AIDS. The results are shown in Table 13.7. Because the table focuses on adult opinion, results 
are tabulated for respondents age 18-49. 

 
More than half of women (55 percent) and six in ten men (60 percent) agree that children age 

12-14 years should be taught about the use of condoms to avoid getting AIDS. Younger respondents, 
age 18-19, and never married men are less likely than other respondents to agree on safe sex education 
for children age 12-14. Men who worked abroad over the past three years are considerably less likely 
to agree that children age 12-14 years should be taught about the use of condoms to avoid getting 
AIDS (47 percent) than men who did not work abroad (61 percent). Ever-married women who report 
that both they and their partners worked abroad are more likely (64 percent) than other women (45 to 
55 percent) to support education of children age 12-14 about condom use.  

 
Urban women and men are more likely than their rural counterparts to agree on teaching 

children age 12-14 about condom use to avoid getting AIDS. By region, agreement on teaching 
children age 12-14 about the use of condoms ranges for women from 19 percent in Syunik to 68 
percent in Yerevan and for men from 17 percent in Tavush to 85 percent in Syunik. Similar to the 
pattern seen with comprehensive knowledge about HIV/AIDS prevention and transmission, attitudes 
toward education of children about condom use vary greatly by sex within the same region. 
Differences between women and men are especially noticeable in Syunik, Aragatsotn, Shirak, and 
Tavush. Women in Syunik and Aragatsotn (19 and 20 percent, respectively) are far less likely to agree 
on teaching children age 12-14 about the use of condoms than men in these regions (85 and 62 
percent, respectively). The opposite is true for respondents in Shirak and Tavush, where women (55 
percent and 41 percent) are far more likely to agree with condom education for children age 12-14 
than men (29 and 17 percent, respectively).  

 
The proportion of respondents who support teaching children age 12-14 about condoms 

increases with level of education and wealth quintile. For example, 67 percent of women with higher 
than secondary education agree on instructing children age 12-14 about condoms, compared with 41 
percent of women with basic education. The comparable figures for men are 68 and 55 percent, 
respectively. 
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 Table 13.7  Adult support of education about condom use to prevent AIDS  

 
Percentage of women and men age 18-49 who agree that children age 12-14 years should be 
taught about using a condom to avoid AIDS, by background characteristics, Armenia 2010   

 
 Women Men  

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage 
who agree

Number of 
women

Percentage 
who agree

Number of 
men  

 Age      
 18-24  52.3  1,468  54.2  356  
   18-19  46.4  437  41.4  58  
   20-24  54.8  1,032  56.7  298  
 25-29  59.3 950 58.6 285  
 30-39  56.3  1,481  63.4  391  
 40-49  54.6  1,598  61.0  381  

 Marital status  
 Never married  55.8  1,491  56.1  536  
 Married or living together  54.7  3,621  61.3  855  
 Divorced/separated/widowed  58.1  385  (71.1)  22  

 Employment abroad (past 3 years)1     
 Worked abroad  56.3  163  47.3  180  
 Did not work abroad  55.2  5,332  61.1  1,228  

 
Spousal employment abroad  
 reported by ever-married women2     

 Woman worked abroad herself  (44.9)  39  na na  
 Husband worked abroad2 52.8 825 na na  
 Both worked abroad  64.1  87  na na  
 None worked abroad  55.4  3,041  na na  

 Residence  
 Urban  61.2  3,387  63.0  892  
 Rural  45.8  2,110  53.5  520  

 Region     
 Yerevan  67.7  1,924  66.6  534  
 Aragatsotn  19.6  240  62.3  59  
 Ararat  63.4  354  77.6  117  
 Armavir  58.5 499 74.4 127  
 Gegharkunik  44.7  423  46.3  74  
 Lori  50.6  464  64.8  112  
 Kotayk  52.9 512 38.3 131  
 Shirak  55.3  550  29.4  118  
 Syunik  19.1  187  85.1  56  
 Vayots Dzor  38.0  123  53.5  23  
 Tavush  41.3  220  16.7  61  

 Education     
 Basic  41.2  225  54.8  138  
 Secondary  44.4 1,960 53.7 557  
 Secondary special  58.3  1,627  60.3  269  
 Higher  66.8  1,686  67.6  449  

 Wealth quintile  
 Lowest  43.4  1,057  49.5  287  
 Second  46.5  1,114  57.9  249  
 Middle  54.4  1,074  58.1  281  
 Fourth  64.5  1,065  64.1  307  
 Highest  66.6  1,188  67.2  288  
           

 Total 18-49 55.3 5,497 59.5 1,413 

 

Note: Total includes 2 women and 4 men with information missing on employment abroad, 
and 14 women with information missing on spousal employment abroad. Figures in parentheses 
are based on 25-49 unweighted cases.  
na = Not applicable 
1 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey 
for three or more months at a time. 
2 In the 2010 ADHS, information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from ever 
married women age 15-49. Men in the 2010 ADHS were not asked about their wives’ 
employment outside the country.  
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13.7 HIGH-RISK SEX  
 

Limiting the number of sexual partners and having protected sex are crucial to combating 
HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections (STIs). Condom use is an important tool in the 
fight. The 2010 ADHS included questions on respondents’ sexual partners over their lifetime and 
during the 12 months preceding the survey. Men were asked an additional question: whether they paid 
anyone for sex during the 12 months preceding the interview. Information on the use of condoms at 
last sexual intercourse with each type of partner was collected from both women and men. Because 
the questions were sensitive, some respondents may have been reluctant to provide information on 
recent sexual behavior.  
 
Multiple Partners and Condom Use 

 
Table 13.8 shows (1) the percentage of all men age 15-49 years who had sexual intercourse 

with more than one partner in the past 12 months, (2) among those with more than one partner, the 
percentage reporting that a condom was used at last intercourse, and (3) the mean number of sexual 
partners during a lifetime, by background characteristics. The data for women are not presented 
because close to 0 percent of women age 15-49 reported having had more than one partner in the past 
12 months.  

 
Table 13.8 data show that 15 percent of all men age 15-49 had more than one sexual partner 

in the 12 months preceding the survey. This proportion is higher among men age 20-29 (23-24 
percent), those who have never married (22 percent), men who worked abroad in the past three years 
(20 percent), urban men (18 percent), and men residing in Kotayk (26 percent). The percentage of 
men who had more than one partner in the past 12 months increases steadily with an increase in 
education and wealth.  

 
Among men who had more than one sexual partner in the past 12 months, 72 percent used a 

condom during their last sexual intercourse. Protected sex in the past 12 months is the least likely 
among men age 40-49 (23 percent), currently married men (38 percent), and rural men (49 percent). 
Note that men in these categories are also less likely to report having more than one sexual partner in 
the 12 months preceding the survey. The percentage of men who had more than one sexual partner in 
the past 12 months and who used a condom the last time they had sex tends to increase with an 
increase in education and wealth.  

Sexually active men report having an average (mean number) of 5.8 lifetime sexual partners, 
about five times the average number of lifetime sexual partners reported by sexually active women 
(1.0 partners) (data not shown). The mean number of sexual partners for men increases with age and 
is higher among urban than rural residents. The mean number of lifetime partners among men is 
highest in Armavir (9.4) and Lori (8.7) and lowest in Aragatsotn (1.4). The mean number of lifetime 
sexual partners is higher among never-married men (7.4 partners) than among currently married men 
(4.8 partners) and also higher among men who recently worked abroad (6.7 partners) than among 
those who did not work abroad (5.6 partners). Increases are seen with education and wealth. For 
example, men with higher education have, on average, one more lifetime partner than men with less 
education (6.4 and 5.4 partners, respectively). Similarly, men from the wealthiest households have on 
average two more partners than men from the poorest households (6.6 compared with 4.1 partners). 
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 Table 13.8  Multiple sexual partners: Men  

 

Among all men age 15-49, the percentage who had sexual intercourse with more than one sexual partner in the 
past 12 months; among those having more than one partner in the past 12 months, the percentage reporting that a 
condom was used at last intercourse; and the mean number of sexual partners during their lifetime for men who 
ever had sexual intercourse, by background characteristics, Armenia 2010   

 

 

All men 

Among men who had 2+ 
partners in the past  

12 months: 
Among men who ever 

had sexual intercourse:1 

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage 
who had 2+ 
partners in 

the past  
12 months

Number of 
men

Percentage who 
reported using a 
condom during 

last sexual  
intercourse

Number of 
men

Mean 
number of 

sexual 
partners in 

lifetime 
Number of 

men 

 Age    
 15-24  16.1 527 85.9 85 4.7  247  
   15-19  5.9 229 * 14 (2.6)  42  
   20-24  23.9 298 85.6 71 5.2  205  
 25-29  22.9 285 77.0 65 6.1  239  
 30-39  16.2 391 70.7 63 6.4  342  
 40-49  7.2 381 (22.9) 28 5.6  345  

 Marital status   
 Never married  22.0 707 91.3 156 7.4  374  
 Married or living together  9.6 855 37.8 82 4.8  780  

 
Divorced/separated/ 
 widowed  (16.8) 22 * 4 * 20  

 
Employment abroad (past  
 3 years)2   

 Worked abroad  20.1 181 (65.9) 36 6.7  161  
 Did not work abroad  14.7 1,395 73.4 205 5.6  1,009  

 Residence   
 Urban  18.3 984 80.0 180 6.5  780  
 Rural  10.1 600 49.4 61 4.4  394  

 Region   
 Yerevan  22.1 593 84.1 131 7.0  492  
 Aragatsotn  0.0 70 na 0 1.4  35  
 Ararat  1.8 125 * 2 1.9  67  
 Armavir  14.0 148 * 21 9.4  94  
 Gegharkunik  20.7 83 (73.4) 17 3.7  53  
 Lori  6.7 130 * 9 8.7  112  
 Kotayk  25.9 148 (53.0) 38 4.7  126  
 Shirak  1.0 131 * 1 2.2  82  
 Syunik  15.6 63 * 10 3.7  47  
 Vayots Dzor  0.0 24 na 0 1.7  16  
 Tavush  16.9 68 * 11 2.6  50  

 Education   
 Basic  7.4 188 * 14 5.4  115  
 Secondary  14.1 619 67.0 87 5.4  427  
 Secondary special  16.1 301 (58.2) 48 5.5  252  
 Higher  19.2 477 85.2 91 6.4  381  

 Wealth quintile   
 Lowest  8.0 332 * 27 4.1  207  
 Second  11.6 285 (57.4) 33 4.6  198  
 Middle  14.5 312 (68.8) 45 6.2  245  
 Fourth  19.6 332 74.0 65 6.7  262  
 Highest  22.0 323 (85.3) 71 6.6  262  
       

 Total  15.2 1,584 72.3 241 5.8 1,174 

 

Note: Total includes men with information missing on employment abroad. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-
49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been 
suppressed.  
na= Not applicable 
1 Means are calculated excluding respondents who gave non-numeric responses. 
2 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more 
months at a time.  
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Concurrent Partners 
 

Concurrent partnerships potentially increase the spread of HIV by creating more connected 
sexual networks. Compared with serial monogamous partnerships, concurrent partnerships can reduce 
the time between acquiring HIV and passing it along to an uninfected individual. Modeling suggests 
that even small levels of concurrency can greatly increase the connectivity of sexual networks and 
thus the speed at which HIV can spread (UNAIDS, 2009). Two sexual partners are considered to be 
concurrent if the date of the most recent sexual intercourse with the earlier partner is after the date of 
the first sexual intercourse with the later partner.  

 
This section presents data on point prevalence and cumulative prevalence of concurrent 

sexual partners for men. The point prevalence of concurrent sexual partners is defined as the 
percentage of respondents who had two (or more) sexual partners that were concurrent at the point in 
time six months before the survey. The cumulative prevalence of concurrent sexual partners is defined 
as the percentage of respondents who had two (or more) sexual partners that were concurrent at any 
time during the 12 months preceding the survey. Data for women are not shown because both the 
point and cumulative prevalence of concurrent sexual partners for women is 0 percent. 

 
Table 13.9 shows the percentage of all men age 15-49 who had concurrent sexual partners six 

months before the survey (point prevalence) and the percentage who had any concurrent sexual 
partners during the 12 months before the survey (cumulative prevalence). It also shows the percentage 
of men who had concurrent sexual partners among those who had multiple sexual partners during the 
12 months before the survey.  

 
Overall, the point prevalence of concurrent sexual partners (i.e., in the past six months) 

among all men age 15-49 is 3 percent, and the cumulative prevalence (i.e., in the past 12 months) is 8 
percent. The point and cumulative prevalences are highest among men age 25-39 (5-6 percent and 12 
percent, respectively), among urban men (4 and 10 percent, respectively), and among men who 
worked abroad in the past three years (10 and 15 percent, respectively).  

 
Among men who had multiple partners during the past 12 months, more than half (53 percent) 

had concurrent sexual partners during the same period. Older men age 30-49 (76-85 percent), 
currently married men (85 percent), urban men (55 percent), and men who worked abroad in the past 
three years (72 percent) are more likely than others to have had concurrent sexual partners in the 
preceding 12 months. 
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 Table 13.9  Point prevalence and cumulative prevalence of concurrent sexual partners  

 

Percentage of all men age 15-49 who had concurrent sexual partners six months before the survey 
(point prevalence1), and percentage of all men age 15-49 who had any concurrent sexual partners 
during the 12 months before the survey (cumulative prevalence2), and among men age 15-49 who 
had multiple sexual partners during the 12 months before the survey, percentage who had 
concurrent sexual partners, Armenia 2010   

 

 

Among all men 

Among men who had 
multiple partners during 
the 12 months before  

the survey  

 
Background  
characteristic 

Point of 
prevalence 

of 
concurrent 

sexual 
partners1

Cumulative 
prevalence of 

concurrent 
sexual 

partners2
Number of 

men

Percentage 
who had 

concurrent 
sexual 

partners2
Number of 

men  

 Age       
 15-24  1.0  4.3  527  26.5  85  
   15-19  0.0  0.9  229  * 14  
   20-24  1.9  6.8  298  28.6  71  
 25-29  5.9 11.6 285 50.6 65  
 30-39  5.4  12.3  391  76.1  63  
 40-49  2.4  6.1  381  (84.7)  28  

 Marital status   
 Never married  2.7  8.2  707  37.1  156  
 Married or living together  3.9  8.1  855  84.5  82  

 
Divorced/separated/ 
widowed  (0.0)  (1.4)  22  * 4  

 
Employment abroad (past  
 3 years)3      

 Worked abroad  10.1 14.6 181 (72.4) 36  
 Did not work abroad  2.5  7.2  1,395  49.2  205  

 Residence       
 Urban  4.1 10.0 984 54.6 180  
 Rural  2.0  4.7  600  46.9  61  
             

 Total  3.3 8.0 1,584 52.7 241 

 

Note: Two sexual partners are considered to be concurrent if the date of the most recent sexual 
intercourse with the earlier partner is after the date of the first sexual intercourse with the later 
partner. Total includes men with information missing on employment abroad. Figures in 
parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on 
fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. 
1 The percentage of men who had two (or more) sexual partners that were concurrent at the point 
in time six months before the survey 
2 The percentage of men who had two (or more) sexual partners that were concurrent anytime 
during the 12 months preceding the survey 
3 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for 
three or more months at a time.  

 
Transactional Sex 
  

Transactional sex is the exchange of sex for money, favors, or gifts. Transactional sex is 
associated with high risk of contracting HIV and other sexually transmitted infections because of 
compromised power relations and the likelihood of having multiple partners as a result.  
 

Male respondents in the 2010 ADHS were asked whether they had paid money in exchange 
for sex in the 12 months preceding the survey or ever before. The findings are presented in Table 
13.10.  

 
Among men age 15-49, 16 percent reported having ever paid for sexual intercourse. The 

percentage who ever paid for sex is highest among men above age 25 (19 to 22 percent), ever-married 
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men (20 to 22 percent), men who worked abroad in the past three years (23 percent), and urban men 
(21 percent). This percentage ranges from 1 percent or less of men in Aragatsotn, Lori, Shirak, and 
Syunik regions to 27 percent of men in Yerevan and 32 percent in Gegharkunik. There is a positive 
association between payment for sexual relations and education or wealth. For example, 9 percent of 
men with basic education and 10 percent of men in the lowest wealth quintile have ever paid for 
sexual intercourse, compared with 22 percent of men with higher than secondary education and 24 
percent of men in the highest wealth quintile.  

 
Less than 1 percent of men age 15-49 reported paying for sexual intercourse in the past 12 

months. There is little variation by background characteristics.  
 

 Table 13.10  Payment for sexual intercourse   

 

Percentage of men age 15-49 who ever paid for sexual intercourse and 
percentage reporting payment for sexual intercourse in the past 12 months, by 
background characteristics, Armenia 2010   

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage 
who ever paid 

for sexual 
intercourse

Percentage who 
paid for sexual 
intercourse in 
the past 12 

months
Number of 

men  

 Age  
 15-24  8.0 0.4 527 
   15-19  0.0 0.2 229
   20-24  14.2 0.5 298 
 25-29  21.0 0.2 285 
 30-39  21.9 0.1 391 
 40-49  18.8 0.3 381 

 Marital status 
 Never married  12.3 0.4 707 
 Married or living together 19.6 0.1 855 
 Divorced/separated/widowed (21.9) (3.6) 22 

 
Employment abroad (past  
 3 years)1 

 Worked abroad  22.7 0.4 181 
 Did not work abroad 15.3 0.3 1,395 

 Residence 
 Urban  20.6 0.3 984 
 Rural  9.5 0.3 600 

 Region 
 Yerevan  27.3 0.0 593 
 Aragatsotn  1.1 0.7 70 
 Ararat  11.1 0.5 125
 Armavir  18.4 0.4 148 
 Gegharkunik  31.9 1.2 83 
 Lori  0.0 0.0 130 
 Kotayk  10.8 0.8 148 
 Shirak  0.7 0.6 131 
 Syunik  0.9 0.0 63 
 Vayots Dzor  9.9 0.0 24 
 Tavush  13.2 0.0 68 

 Education 
 Basic  9.1 0.0 188 
 Secondary  16.0 0.2 619 
 Secondary special  12.9 0.2 301 
 Higher  21.9 0.6 477 

 Wealth quintile 
 Lowest  9.9 0.0 332 
 Second  10.8 0.3 285 
 Middle  16.0 0.7 312 
 Fourth  21.0 0.3 332 
 Highest  23.6 0.2 323 
  

 Total  16.4 0.3 1,584

 Note: Total includes seven men with information missing on employment abroad. 
Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases.  
1 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years 
before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
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13.8 COVERAGE OF PRIOR HIV TESTING 
 

For persons who are HIV negative, knowledge of their HIV status helps in making specific 
decisions that will reduce the risk of getting HIV, lead to safer sex practices, and enable them to 
remain disease free. For those who are HIV positive, knowledge of their HIV status allows them to 
take action to protect their sexual partners, to access treatment, and to plan for the future. In the 2010 
ADHS, respondents were asked whether they had ever been tested for HIV. If they had been tested, 
they were asked when they were most recently tested, whether they had received the results of their 
last test, and where they had been tested. If they had never been tested, they were asked if they knew a 
place where they could go to be tested. 

 
Tables 13.11.1 and 13.11.2 show that 43 percent of women and 35 percent of men age 15-49 

know where to get an HIV test. Knowledge about where to get an HIV test is more common among 
respondents age 25-39, currently married women, formerly married men, respondents who worked 
abroad in the past three years, ever-married women who reported that both they and their husbands 
worked abroad, urban respondents, and women in Kotayk and men in Tavush. Knowledge of the 
various sites for HIV testing services is also highest among women and men with more education and 
among those in the higher wealth quintiles.  

 
The proportions ever tested are much smaller; only 13 percent of women1 and 2 percent of 

men age 15-49 have ever been tested for HIV, and 9 percent of women and 2 percent of men were 
ever tested and received the results. The proportions who were tested in the 12 months before the 
survey and received the results of their most recent test are even smaller; only 2 percent of women and 
1 percent of men received the results of the last HIV test taken in the past 12 months. 

 
The proportion of women ever tested for HIV is lowest for the age group 15-19 (2 percent) 

and highest among women 25-29 (27 percent). Currently married women (20 percent) are more likely 
to go for an HIV test than those who are never-married or previously married (7 percent or less). 
Women who worked abroad in the past three years (17 percent) are more likely than those who did 
not work abroad (13 percent) to have ever been tested for HIV. There are regional variations in HIV 
testing. Less than 1 percent of women in Ararat region have ever been tested for HIV, compared with 
28 percent of women in Armavir. Women with basic education are the least likely to have ever been 
tested for HIV (6 percent) when compared with more educated women (13-14 percent). There is no 
clear variation between the percentage who have ever been tested and wealth.  

 
In general, the variation in the proportion of men ever tested for HIV by background 

characteristics is not pronounced; men who worked abroad in the three years prior to the survey had 
the highest level (5 percent). 

                                                            
1 Among women, those who received antenatal care for their most recent birth in the past five years were more 
likely to be tested for HIV; 67 percent of women reported that a blood sample for HIV status was taken during 
an ANC visit (Table 10.3). 
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 Table 13.11.1  Coverage of prior HIV testing: Women 

 

Percentage of women age 15-49 who know where to get an HIV test, percent distribution of women age 15-49 by testing status and by 
whether they received the results of the last test, the percentage of women ever tested, and the percentage of women age 15-49 who received 
their test results the last time they were tested for HIV in the past 12 months, according to background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

 

  Percent distribution of women 
by testing status and by 

whether they received the 
results of the last test 

  Percentage who 
have been 

tested for HIV 
in the past 12 
months and 
received the 

results from the 
last HIV test  

 

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage 
who know 

where to get 
an HIV test

Ever tested
and 

received 
results

Ever 
tested, 
did not 
receive 
results

Never 
tested1 Total

Percentage 
ever tested 

Number of 
women

 Age   
 15-24  34.3  7.6 3.0 89.4 100.0 10.6 2.6  1,893 
   15-19  23.9  1.3 1.1 97.7 100.0 2.3 0.5  861 
   20-24  42.9  12.9 4.6 82.5 100.0 17.5 4.3  1,032 
 25-29  50.8  16.8 10.0 73.2 100.0 26.8 2.7  950 
 30-39  47.0  10.8 3.1 86.1 100.0 13.9 1.7  1,481 
 40-49  43.8  4.7 0.9 94.5 100.0 5.5 0.8  1,598 

 Marital status   
 Never married  30.7  0.3 0.1 99.6 100.0 0.4 0.2  1,911 
   Ever had sex  * * * * 100.0 * * 9 
   Never had sex  30.4  0.3 0.1 99.6 100.0 0.4 0.2  1,903 
 Married/living together  49.6  14.0 5.6 80.4 100.0 19.6 2.9  3,626 
 Divorced/separated/widowed  36.7  6.4 1.0 92.6 100.0 7.4 1.2  385 

 Employment abroad (past 3 years)2   
 Worked abroad  45.8  15.7 0.9 83.3 100.0 16.7 0.0  165 
 Did not work abroad  42.6  8.9 3.6 87.5 100.0 12.5 2.0  5,755 

 
Spousal employment abroad  
 reported by ever-married women3   

 Woman worked abroad herself  (49.1)  (20.6) (1.6) (77.8) (100.0 (22.2) (0.0)  39 
 Husband worked abroad3 42.8  10.6 5.3 84.0 100.0 16.0 2.4  826 
 Both worked abroad  58.1  20.6 1.1 78.3 100.0 21.7 0.0  87 
 None worked abroad  49.8  13.7 5.3 81.0 100.0 19.0 2.9  3,045 

 Residence   
 Urban  45.9  9.5 2.8 87.7 100.0 12.3 1.9  3,641 
 Rural  37.6  8.4 4.7 86.8 100.0 13.2 1.9  2,281 

 Region   
 Yerevan  46.5  8.5 2.3 89.3 100.0 10.7 1.3  2,069 
 Aragatsotn  13.7  0.9 2.6 96.5 100.0 3.5 0.2  260 
 Ararat  6.6  0.2 0.0 99.8 100.0 0.2 0.2  379 
 Armavir  49.1  17.5 10.7 71.7 100.0 28.3 2.7  535 
 Gegharkunik  35.9  4.5 6.7 88.8 100.0 11.2 1.6  459 
 Lori  51.8  14.4 5.0 80.7 100.0 19.3 2.9  513 
 Kotayk  68.3  22.9 3.1 74.0 100.0 26.0 6.5  543 
 Shirak  30.8  1.7 0.7 97.7 100.0 2.3 0.6  598 
 Syunik  39.9  11.0 0.0 89.0 100.0 11.0 3.0  198 
 Vayots Dzor  27.2  3.9 3.0 93.1 100.0 6.9 1.0  131 
 Tavush  59.3  4.5 7.6 87.9 100.0 12.1 0.9  238 

 Education   
 Basic  20.0  3.0 2.6 94.4 100.0 5.6 0.3  347 
 Secondary  33.7  8.4 4.7 86.8 100.0 13.2 2.0  2,137 
 Secondary special  47.9  10.1 3.5 86.4 100.0 13.6 2.3  1,681 
 Higher  53.1  10.1 2.3 87.5 100.0 12.5 1.8  1,757 

 Wealth quintile   
 Lowest  29.6  6.0 4.5 89.5 100.0 10.5 1.4  1,151 
 Second  38.3  8.8 3.7 87.6 100.0 12.4 2.3  1,211 
 Middle  45.4  10.0 4.1 86.0 100.0 14.0 1.8  1,139 
 Fourth  49.8  10.0 3.8 86.2 100.0 13.8 1.6  1,146 
 Highest  49.7  10.6 1.9 87.5 100.0 12.5 2.4  1,275 
       

 Total  42.7 9.1 3.6 87.4 100.0 12.6 1.9 5,922

 

Note: Total includes 2 women with information missing on employment abroad and 14 women with information missing on spousal 
employment abroad. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 
unweighted cases and has been suppressed.  
1 Includes “don't know/missing” 
2 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
3 In the 2010 ADHS information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from ever married women age 15-49.  
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 Table 13.11.2  Coverage of prior HIV testing: Men 

 

Percentage of men age 15-49 who know where to get an HIV test, percent distribution of men age 15-49 by testing status and by 
whether they received the results of the last test, the percentage of men ever tested, and the percentage of men age 15-49 who 
received their test results the last time they were tested for HIV in the past 12 months, according to background characteristics, 
Armenia 2010  

 

  Percent distribution of men by 
testing status and by whether 
they received the results of 

the last test 

  
Percentage who 

have been 
tested for HIV in 

the past 12 
months and 
received the 

results from the 
last HIV test  

 

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage 
who know 

where to get 
an HIV test 

Ever 
tested 
and 

received 
results

Ever 
tested, 
did not 
receive 
results

Never 
tested1 Total

Percentage 
ever tested

Number of 
men

 Age    
 15-24  24.8  0.7 0.2 99.1 100.0 0.9 0.0  527 
   15-19  18.7  0.8 0.0 99.2 100.0 0.8 0.0  229 
   20-24  29.5  0.6 0.3 99.1 100.0 0.9 0.0  298 
 25-29  41.1  2.4 0.4 97.1 100.0 2.9 0.1  285 
 30-39  41.2  2.4 0.0 97.6 100.0 2.4 1.3  391 
 40-49  39.3  1.1 0.2 98.7 100.0 1.3 0.6  381 
 Marital status    
 Never married  28.2  1.1 0.1 98.8 100.0 1.2 0.2  707 
   Ever had sex  35.0  1.8 0.2 98.0 100.0 2.0 0.3  414 
   Never had sex  18.5  0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0  293 
 Married/living together  40.6  1.9 0.3 97.9 100.0 2.1 0.7  855 
 Divorced/separated/widowed  (54.9)  (3.6) (0.0) (96.4) 100.0 (3.6) (0.0)  22 

 
Employment abroad (past  
 3 years)2    

 Worked abroad  50.6  4.2 0.5 95.3 100.0 4.7 3.0  181 
 Did not work abroad  33.5  1.2 0.2 98.6 100.0 1.4 0.1  1,395 
 Residence    
 Urban  39.2  1.9 0.1 98.0 100.0 2.0 0.6  984 
 Rural  28.8  0.9 0.4 98.7 100.0 1.3 0.2  600 
 Region    
 Yerevan  36.9  2.5 0.0 97.5 100.0 2.5 0.9  593 
 Aragatsotn  27.5  0.3 2.0 97.7 100.0 2.3 0.3  70 
 Ararat  1.3  0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0  125 
 Armavir  1.9  0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0  148 
 Gegharkunik  20.3  4.0 0.0 96.0 100.0 4.0 2.0  83 
 Lori  62.9  0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0  130 
 Kotayk  17.9  1.8 1.1 97.1 100.0 2.9 0.0  148 
 Shirak  58.8  1.3 0.0 98.7 100.0 1.3 0.0  131 
 Syunik  81.1  0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0  63 
 Vayots Dzor  2.4  1.9 0.0 98.1 100.0 1.9 0.0  24 
 Tavush  91.5  1.5 0.0 98.5 100.0 1.5 0.0  68 
 Education    
 Basic  23.0  1.9 0.5 97.6 100.0 2.4 1.1  188 
 Secondary  28.2  1.1 0.2 98.7 100.0 1.3 0.3  619 
 Secondary special  31.7  1.3 0.0 98.7 100.0 1.3 0.6  301 
 Higher  51.4  2.2 0.2 97.7 100.0 2.3 0.4  477 
 Wealth quintile    
 Lowest  24.9  0.4 0.4 99.2 100.0 0.8 0.0  332 
 Second  29.2  0.3 0.3 99.4 100.0 0.6 0.0  285 
 Middle  38.7  2.7 0.2 97.0 100.0 3.0 1.7  312 
 Fourth  41.3  1.2 0.0 98.7 100.0 1.3 0.6  332 
 Highest  41.7  2.9 0.0 97.1 100.0 2.9 0.0  323 
       

 Total  35.3 1.5 0.2 98.3 100.0 1.7 0.5 1,584

 

Note: Total includes seven men with information missing on employment abroad. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 
unweighted cases.  
1 Includes “don't know/missing” 
2 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more months at a time.

 
13.9 KNOWLEDGE ABOUT SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS AND SELF-REPORTING OF STIS 

 
Sexually transmitted infections are closely associated with HIV because they increase the 

likelihood of contracting HIV and share similar risk factors. 
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Knowledge about Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) 
 

In the 2010 ADHS, all women and men age 15-49 were asked if they had heard of sexually 
transmitted infections (STIs). Overall, about three in five women (65 percent) and four in five men 
(80 percent) had heard about STIs (data not shown separately).  

 
Those who had heard about STIs were asked to spontaneously name STIs they had ever heard 

about. Syphilis and HIV/AIDS were named most frequently: nine in ten respondents spontaneously 
mentioned syphilis, and seven in ten respondents spontaneously cited AIDS2 (Figure 13.1). More than 
one-quarter of women (27 percent) and two-fifths of men (41 percent) mentioned gonorrhea, but less 
than one-fifth of respondents mentioned hepatitis C or B (19 percent of women and 14 percent of 
men). Genital herpes was cited by 16 percent of women and 7 percent of men. Around one in ten 
women and men mentioned Chlamydia. About 3 in 10 respondents thought that tuberculosis (TB) is a 
sexually transmitted disease. Although this misconception is somewhat surprising, only about half of 
respondents in the 2000 ADHS and 2005 ADHS were able to correctly identify the mode of TB 
transmission (through the air when coughing).  
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Self-reporting of STI 

 
In the 2010 ADHS, all respondents who ever had sexual intercourse were asked if they had 

had a sexually transmitted infection (STI) or symptoms of an STI (including bad-smelling/abnormal 
genital discharge and genital sore or ulcer) in the 12 months preceding the survey. It is important to 
note that these data are likely to underestimate the true prevalence of STIs for a number of reasons. 
First, if symptoms are not obvious or prolonged, they may not be recognized as an STI. Furthermore, 
health care may not be sought for STIs because of the embarrassment or the presumed stigma 
associated with such infections, and they may go undiagnosed. Even if an individual knows she/he 
has an STI, there may be a reluctance to report the infection during an interview. 
 

Table 13.12 shows that less than 1 percent of women and men reported having an STI in the 
past 12 months. These results suggest some underreporting of STIs. When asked whether they had 
experienced an abnormal genital discharge or genital sores or ulcers in the past 12 months, 2 percent 
and 1 percent, respectively, of women and 1 percent, each, of men reported that they had. To the 
extent that women may report a normal genital discharge as abnormal, this may be an overestimate of 
any serious STIs among women. 
 

                                                            
2 When prompted, almost all respondents (96 percent each of women and men) had heard about AIDS (Table 
13.1). 
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 Table 13.12  Self-reported prevalence of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and STI symptoms 

 
Among women and men age 15-49 who ever had sexual intercourse, the percentage reporting having an STI and/or symptoms of an STI in the past 
12 months, by background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

 

Background  
characteristic 

Women Men 

 
Percentage of women who reported 

having in the past 12 months: Number
of 

women 
who ever 

had sexual 
intercourse

Percentage of men who reported 
having in the past 12 months: 

Number of 
men who 
ever had 
sexual 

intercourse STI 

Bad-
smelling/
abnormal 

genital 
discharge

Genital 
sore or 
ulcer

STI/ 
genital 

discharge/ 
sore or 
ulcer STI

Bad 
smelling/ 
abnormal 

genital 
discharge 

Genital 
sore or 
ulcer 

STI/ 
genital 

discharge/ 
sore or 
ulcer

 Age     
 15-24  1.9  1.2 0.8 3.5 531 0.8 0.3 0.0  1.1  264 
   15-19  0.0  0.0 0.5 0.5 72 (0.0) (0.0) (0.0)  (0.0) 46 
   20-24  2.2  1.4 0.8 4.0 459 0.9 0.4 0.0  1.3  218 
 25-29  0.6  2.3 0.7 2.9 675 2.0 1.3 0.2  3.6  258 
 30-39  0.5  2.7 0.8 3.7 1,288 1.0 0.5 0.6  1.6  388 
 40-49  0.1  2.6 1.1 3.2 1,519 0.0 0.5 0.0  0.5  379 
 Marital status     
 Never married  * * * * 7 1.9 1.0 0.2  3.0  413 
   Ever had sex  * * * * 7 1.9 1.0 0.2  3.0  413 
 Married/living together  0.6  2.5 0.8 3.5 3,621 0.3 0.5 0.3  0.9  855 

 
Divorced/separated/ 
 widowed  0.0  1.7 1.1 2.2 385 (0.0) (0.0) (0.0)  (0.0) 22 

 Employment abroad (past 3 years)1     
 Worked abroad  0.0  4.3 1.9 4.7 126 0.2 1.3 0.0  1.3  180 
 Did not work abroad  0.6  2.3 0.8 3.3 3,885 1.0 0.5 0.3  1.6  1,105 

 
Spousal employment abroad  
 reported by ever-married women2     

 Woman worked abroad herself  (0.0)  (5.7) (0.0) (5.7) 39 na na na na na
 Husband worked abroad2 0.3  3.3 1.0 4.3 826 na na na na na
 Both worked abroad  0.0  3.6 2.8 4.2 87 na na na na na
 None worked abroad  0.7  2.1 0.8 3.1 3,040 na na na na na
 Residence     
 Urban  0.8  1.7 1.0 3.0 2,397 1.1 0.8 0.4  2.1  853 
 Rural  0.2  3.3 0.6 3.8 1,616 0.3 0.3 0.0  0.6  436 
 Region     
 Yerevan  1.2  0.8 1.1 2.4 1,297 1.5 1.0 0.3  2.5  539 
 Aragatsotn  0.0  6.2 1.3 7.2 173 0.0 0.0 0.0  0.0  35 
 Ararat  0.3  4.4 1.3 4.8 255 0.0 2.0 0.0  2.0  76 
 Armavir  0.3  0.8 0.0 1.1 406 0.0 0.0 0.0  0.0  124 
 Gegharkunik  0.0  1.4 0.0 1.4 317 0.4 0.4 0.0  0.4  69 
 Lori  0.0  4.5 1.5 5.4 357 0.0 0.0 0.0  0.0  112 
 Kotayk  0.6  4.1 0.0 4.7 380 1.0 0.7 1.2  2.9  126 
 Shirak  0.8  1.6 1.0 2.9 418 1.4 0.0 0.0  1.4  95 
 Syunik  0.0  0.0 0.0 0.0 147 0.0 0.0 0.0  0.0  48 
 Vayots Dzor  0.0  3.6 0.5 4.0 96 0.0 0.0 0.0  0.0  16 
 Tavush  0.0  8.2 3.2 9.7 167 0.0 0.0 0.0  0.0  50 
 Education     
 Basic  0.0  3.4 3.4 5.8 181 0.0 0.7 0.0  0.7  120 
 Secondary  0.2  3.2 0.6 3.5 1,649 0.7 1.1 0.0  1.7  482 
 Secondary special  1.4  2.2 0.9 3.9 1,279 0.4 0.7 0.3  1.5  272 
 Higher  0.3  1.0 0.9 2.0 905 1.5 0.0 0.5  1.7  416 
 Wealth quintile     
 Lowest  0.3  4.2 1.2 5.0 815 0.0 0.0 0.0  0.0  236 
 Second  0.0  1.9 0.6 2.5 827 0.0 1.6 0.0  1.6  219 
 Middle  1.3  2.7 0.7 4.2 812 1.9 0.5 1.0  2.6  263 
 Fourth  0.2  1.7 0.7 2.1 755 1.3 1.2 0.0  2.5  290 
 Highest  1.1  1.3 1.1 2.9 804 0.7 0.0 0.2  1.0  281 
           

 Total  0.6 2.4 0.9 3.4 4,013 0.9 0.6 0.2 1.6 1,289

 

Note: Total includes 2 women and 4 men with information missing on employment abroad, and 14 women with information missing on spousal 
employment abroad. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 
unweighted cases and has been suppressed.  
na = Not applicable 
1 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
2 In the 2010 ADHS, information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from ever-married women age 15-49. Men in the 2010 ADHS 
were not asked about their wives’ employment outside the country.

 
Overall, 3 percent of women reported having an STI, genital discharge, or genital sore or 

ulcer, substantially less than the 8 percent reported in 2005. Among men, the self-reported prevalence 
of STIs and STI symptoms is 2 percent, similar to the prevalence of 1 percent reported in 2005. 
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Among women, prevalence of STIs or their symptoms varies by region, education, and 
wealth. It ranges from 0 percent of women in Syunik to 10 percent of those in Tavush. Women with 
only basic education (6 percent) and those in the lowest wealth quintile (5 percent) report the highest 
prevalence of STIs or STI symptoms.  

 
There is no substantial variation in the prevalence of STIs or STI symptoms among men by 

various background characteristics.  
 

 If respondents reported an STI or an STI symptom (i.e., genital discharge or sore or ulcer) in 
the past 12 months, they were asked questions about their actions in response to the infection or 
symptom. Figure 13.2 shows that half of the women (50 percent) and nearly two-thirds of the men (65 
percent) who reportedly had an STI or STI symptoms in the past 12 months sought advice or 
treatment from a clinic or hospital or a health professional. More than one-third (36 percent) of 
women and 28 percent of men did not solicit any advice or seek treatment. 
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13.10 PREVALENCE OF MEDICAL INJECTIONS 

 
Respondents in the 2010 ADHS were asked if they had any injections from a doctor, nurse, 

pharmacist, dentist, or health worker in the 12 months preceding the survey and, if so, how many 
injections (medical injections) they received in that period and who gave the last of these injections. It 
should be noted that medical injections that are self-administered (e.g., insulin for diabetes) are not 
considered medical injections.  

 
Table 13.13 shows the percentages of women and men age 15-49 who received a medical 

injection in the past 12 months, the average number of injections, and whether the syringe and needle 
used were taken from an unopened package or not. Data show that 14 percent of women and 8 percent 
of men report having received an injection in the 12 months preceding the survey, with an average of 
2 injections for women and 1 injection for men in the past 12 months. Older women 30-49 are more 
likely than younger women to report getting an injection, with an average of 2.6-2.8 injections in the 
past 12 months. Women in Aragatsotn, Ararat, and Syunik regions reported getting the fewest 
injections in the past 12 months (about 1 injection), while women in Vayots Dzor reported getting the 
highest number of injections (about 4.8 injections) over the same period. The variation in the average 
number of injections in the preceding 12 months among men by background characteristics is not 
pronounced, although it is worth noting that men in Lori and Aragatsotn reported receiving virtually 
no medical injections in the past year. 
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 Table 13.13  Prevalence of medical injections 

 

Percentage of women and men age 15-49 who received at least one medical injection in the past 12 months, the average number of medical injections per 
person in the past 12 months, and among those who received a medical injection, the percentage of last medical injections for which the syringe and needle 
were taken from a new, unopened package, by background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

  Women Men 

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage 
who 

received a 
medical 

injection in 
the past 12 

months 

Average 
number of 
medical 

injections 
per person 
in the past 
12 months 

Number of 
women

For last 
injection, 
syringe 

and needle 
taken from 

a new, 
unopened 
package

Number of 
women 

receiving 
medical 

injections 
in the past 
12 months

Percentage 
who 

received a 
medical 

injection in 
the past 12 

months

Average 
number of 
medical 

injections 
per person 
in the past 
12 months

Number of 
men 

For last 
injection, 

syringe and 
needle 

taken from 
a new, 

unopened 
package

Number of 
men 

receiving 
medical 

injections in 
the past 12 

months

 Age     
 15-24  10.4  0.9  1,893 98.7 198 5.6 0.3 527  (99.7) 29 
   15-19  7.8  0.5  861 100.0 67 5.7 0.3 229  * 13 
   20-24  12.7  1.3  1,032 98.1 131 5.4 0.4 298  * 16 
 25-29  14.2  1.7  950 98.6 135 5.5 1.1 285  * 16 
 30-39  16.9  2.6  1,481 99.2 250 10.8 1.7 391  (81.2) 42 
 40-49  17.0  2.8  1,598 98.6 272 11.4 2.1 381  (94.5) 43 

 Marital status     
 Never married  7.7  0.6  1,911 100.0 147 5.9 0.5 707  (96.8) 41 
   Ever had sex  * * 9 * 1 6.2 0.5 414  (97.2) 26 
   Never had sex  7.7  0.6  1,903 100.0 146 5.4 0.5 293  * 16 
 Married/living together  17.8  2.7  3,626 98.4 644 10.3 1.8 855  88.9 88 
 Divorced/separated/widowed  16.6  2.2  385 100.0 64 (5.6) (1.1) 22  * 1 

 
Employment abroad (past  
 3 years)1     

 Worked abroad  13.1  1.7  165 * 22 8.0 1.7 181  * 14 
 Did not work abroad  14.5  2.0  5,755 98.8 834 8.3 1.2 1,395  91.3 116 

 

Spousal employment abroad 
 reported by ever-married  
 women2     

 
Woman worked abroad 
herself  (16.0)  (1.6)  39 * 6 na na na na na

 Husband worked abroad2 21.5  3.7  826 97.2 178 na na na na na
 Both worked abroad  16.7  2.4  87 * 14 na na na na na
 None worked abroad  16.7  2.4  3,045 99.1 509 na na na na na

 Residence     
 Urban  14.0  1.7  3,641 99.2 509 7.1 1.0 984  86.4 70 
 Rural  15.2  2.5  2,281 98.2 346 10.1 1.6 600  97.4 60 

 Region     
 Yerevan  12.7  1.2  2,069 100.0 263 6.1 0.8 593  * 36 
 Aragatsotn  5.7  0.5  260 (100.0) 15 3.6 0.3 70  * 3 
 Ararat  4.9  0.9  379 (100.0) 19 8.4 0.8 125  * 10 
 Armavir  23.8  3.4  535 96.8 128 9.9 1.8 148  * 15 
 Gegharkunik  10.3  3.5  459 97.6 47 7.1 2.0 83  * 6 
 Lori  13.7  1.6  513 98.9 70 0.0 0.0 130  na  0 
 Kotayk  18.8  2.7  543 98.6 102 22.2 3.6 148  (100.0) 33 
 Shirak  20.4  3.0  598 99.1 122 8.0 1.6 131  * 11 
 Syunik  3.3  0.7  198 * 7 2.4 1.3 63  * 2 
 Vayots Dzor  30.8  4.8  131 98.8 40 27.5 1.6 24  * 7 
 Tavush  18.4  2.3  238 97.2 44 13.8 1.0 68  * 9 

 Education     
 Basic  12.9  1.8  347 (97.6) 45 11.0 2.2 188  * 21 
 Secondary  15.2  2.3  2,137 99.7 325 9.4 1.4 619  90.0 58 
 Secondary special  16.3  2.3  1,681 98.1 274 6.4 0.9 301  (89.3) 19 
 Higher  12.0  1.3  1,757 98.6 211 6.7 0.9 477  (91.6) 32 

 Wealth quintile     
 Lowest  16.4  2.5  1,151 99.3 189 8.3 1.0 332  * 28 
 Second  14.4  2.6  1,211 97.1 174 10.5 2.3 285  (100.0) 30 
 Middle  15.3  2.0  1,139 99.2 174 9.8 1.3 312  (91.5) 31
 Fourth  14.2  1.6  1,146 99.2 162 7.4 1.1 332  (92.6) 25 
 Highest  12.2  1.3  1,275 99.3 156 5.5 0.6 323  * 18 
          

 Total  14.4 2.0 5,922 98.8 855 8.2 1.2 1,584 91.5 131

 

Note: Medical injections are those given by a doctor, nurse, pharmacist, dentist, or other health worker. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted 
cases. Total includes 2 women and 7 men with information missing on employment abroad, and 14 women with information missing on spousal employment 
abroad. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed.  
na = Not applicable  
1 “Employment abroad” refers to working abroad during the past three years before the survey for three or more months at a time. 
2 In the 2010 ADHS, information on husband’s employment abroad was collected from ever-married women age 15-49. Men in the 2010 ADHS were not 
asked about their wives’ employment outside the country. 
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When asked whether the syringe used in the last medical injection came from a new, 
unopened package, 99 percent of women and 92 percent of men responded positively. There are small 
variations in this proportion across subgroups of the population.  
 
13.11 HIV/AIDS-RELATED KNOWLEDGE AND BEHAVIOR AMONG YOUTH 
  

This section addresses knowledge of HIV/AIDS issues and related sexual behavior among 
youths age 15-24. This age group is of particular interest for HIV/AIDS programs. The period 
between initiation of sexual activity and marriage is often a time of sexual experimentation, and it 
may also involve risky behaviors. Comprehensive knowledge of HIV/AIDS transmission and 
prevention and knowledge of sources of condoms among youth is analyzed. Issues such as age at 
sexual debut, premarital sex, age differences between partners, and condom use are also covered.  

HIV/AIDS-Related Knowledge among Young Adults 

 
Young respondents in the 2010 ADHS were asked the same set of questions as older 

respondents about whether condom use and limiting the number of sexual partners to one uninfected 
partner can help protect against getting the AIDS virus, and whether a healthy-looking person can 
have the AIDS virus (see Tables 13.3.1 and 13.3.2). 

 
The data in Table 13.14 show the level of comprehensive knowledge among young people. 

Table 13.14 shows the proportion of youth who, in response to prompted questions, answer in the 
affirmative that people can reduce their chances of getting the AIDS virus by having sex with only 
one uninfected, faithful partner and by using condoms consistently; who know that a healthy-looking 
person can have the AIDS virus; and who know that HIV cannot be transmitted by mosquito bites or 
by kissing someone who is infected with the AIDS virus.  

 
Only 16 percent of young women and 9 percent of young men have comprehensive 

knowledge about HIV/AIDS. Comprehensive knowledge about HIV/AIDS is most common among 
young respondents age 20-24 (20 percent for women and 13 percent for men), young women who are 
ever married (19 percent), young never-married men who ever had sex (15 percent), and young 
respondents with higher than secondary education (22 percent for women and 16 percent for men). 
The comprehensive knowledge of AIDS among youth does not vary much by urban-rural residence.  

 
More than seven in ten young women (72 percent) and more than nine in ten young men (93 

percent) know a place to get condoms. The percentage of youth who know a condom source has 
increased slightly, from 69 to 72 percent among women, and has increased substantially, from 62 to 
93 percent among men, since 2005. Youth age 20-24 are more likely than those age 15-19 to know of 
a condom source. Youth who never had sex, especially young men, are less likely than others to know 
of a source for condoms. Youth in urban areas (78 percent of women and 96 percent of men) are more 
likely to know a condom source than those who live in rural areas (64 percent of women and 90 
percent of men). The knowledge of a condom source tends to increase with education, although the 
relationship is not linear.  
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 Table 13.14  Comprehensive knowledge about AIDS and of a source of condoms among young people  

 
Percentage of young women and young men age 15-24 with comprehensive knowledge about AIDS and 
percentage with knowledge of a source of condoms, by background characteristics, Armenia 2010   

 
 Women age 15-24 Men age 15-24  

 
Background 
characteristic 

Percentage with 
comprehensive 

knowledge 
of AIDS1 

Percentage 
who know 
a condom 

source2 

Number  
of  

women 

Percentage with 
comprehensive 

knowledge 
of AIDS1 

Percentage 
who know a 

condom 
source2 

Number  
of  

men  

 Age        
 15-19  10.4  62.5  861  3.9  90.0  229  
   15-17  9.8  56.1  425  4.2  90.0  171  
   18-19  11.1  68.7  437  3.0  90.2  58  
 20-24  20.3  80.7  1,032  12.7  96.0  298  
   20-22  17.3  79.4  632  12.4  96.5  172  
   23-24  25.0  82.9  400  13.2  95.5  127  

 Marital status        
 Never married  14.4  67.6  1,361  9.3  92.8  483  
   Ever had sex  * * 0  15.0  98.3  221  
   Never had sex  14.4  67.6  1,361  4.4  88.2  262  
 Ever married  19.3  84.8  532  (4.6)  (100.0)  44  

 Residence        
 Urban  15.9  78.3  1,097  8.1  95.6  308  
 Rural  15.6  64.3  796  10.0  90.3  219  

 Education        
 Basic  9.9  51.1  171  4.2  93.4  85  
 Secondary  11.3 64.4 639 5.5 90.9 204  
 Secondary special  14.4  81.1  398  8.5  95.7  78  
 Higher  22.3  80.2  685  15.8  95.5  161  
               
 Total 15.8 72.4 1,893 8.9 93.4 527 

 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based 
on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. 
1 Comprehensive knowledge means knowing that consistent use of condom during sexual intercourse and 
having just one uninfected faithful partner can reduce the chance of getting the AIDS virus, knowing that a 
healthy-looking person can have the AIDS virus, and rejecting the two most common local misconceptions 
about AIDS transmission or prevention. The components of comprehensive knowledge are presented in 
Tables 13.2, 13.3.1, and 13.3.2 
2 The following responses are not considered sources for condoms: friends, family members, and home.  

 
Age at First Sex among Youth 

Information from the 2010 ADHS can be used to look at several important issues relating to 
the initiation of sexual activity among youth. Table 13.15 shows the proportions of women and men 
in the 15-24 age cohort who had sex before age 15 and before age 18. 

 
Overall, no women age 15-24 and less than 1 percent of men age 15-24 in Armenia have had 

sex by age 15 (Table 13.15). By age 18, however, 8 percent of women age 18-24 and 23 percent of 
men age 18-24 have had their sexual debut.  

 
Never-married young women report not having had any sexual relations. For women, the 

initiation to sex varies only slightly by whether they know of a condom source or by residence. 
However, there are large variations by education: approximately one-third of women age 18-24 with 
basic education (32 percent) had sexual intercourse before age 18 compared with just 1 percent of 
women with higher than secondary education.  

 
There are variations among men as well. Never-married men (25 percent) and men in urban 

areas (30 percent) are far more likely than the ever-married men (5 percent) or men in rural areas (11 
percent) to have had sex before age 18. Variation by education does not follow a clear pattern.  
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 Table 13.15  Age at first sexual intercourse among young people  

 

Percentage of young men age 15-24 who had sexual intercourse before age 15 and percentage of 
young women and young men age 18-24 who had sexual intercourse before age 18, by 
background characteristics, Armenia 2010   

  Women age 18-24 Men age 15-24 Men age 18-24  

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage 
who had 

sexual 
intercourse 

before 
age 18 

Number 
of  

women  

Percentage 
who had 

sexual 
intercourse 

before  
age 15 

Number 
of  

men  

Percentage 
who had 
sexual 

intercourse 
before  
age 18 

Number  
of  

men   

 Age        
   15-19  na na 0.4  229  na na 
     15-17  na na 0.0  171  na na 
     18-19  8.3  437  1.5  58  21.8  58  
   20-24  7.2  1,032  0.7  298  22.7  298  
     20-22  7.0 632 1.3 172 20.7 172  
     23-24  7.5  400  0.0  127  25.3  127  

 Marital status        
   Never married  0.0 941 0.6 483 25.1 312  
   Ever married  20.9  527  (0.0)  44  (4.6)  44  

 Knows condom source1        
   Yes  7.8  1,133  0.6  493  23.1  339  
   No  6.7  335  (0.0)  35  * 17  

 Residence        
   Urban  6.6  843  0.4  308  30.2  217  
   Rural  8.7  625  0.8  219  10.7  139  

 Education        
   Basic  (32.3)  48  0.0  85  (25.5)  35  
   Secondary  15.5 462 0.9 204 18.5 142  
   Secondary special  4.3  344  0.6  78  22.0  46  
   Higher  1.3  614  0.5  161  (26.3)  133  
               

 Total 7.5 1,468 0.6 527 22.5 356 

 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a 
figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. 
na = Not applicable 
1 The following responses are not considered a source for condoms: friends, family members, and 
home   

 
Figure 13.3 shows that the percentage of men age 15-19 who had sex before age 15 has 

decreased from 3 percent to less than 1 percent between 2005 and 2010. Additionally, the percentage 
of young women age 18-19 who initiated sexual intercourse before age 18 has increased only slightly, 
from 7 percent in 2005 to 8 percent in 2010. Similarly, the percentage of men age 18-19 who had sex 
before age 18 remained essentially stable (21 percent in 2005 and 22 percent in 2010).  
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Figure 13.3  Trends in Age at First Sexual Intercourse 

 
Abstinence and Premarital Sex 

 
The period between age at first sex and age at marriage is often a time of sexual 

experimentation. Premarital sex and the length of the interval between sexual initiation and marriage 
are among the factors contributing to the spread of HIV.  

 
Table 13.16 shows, for never-married men age 15-24, the percentage who never had sexual 

intercourse, the percentage who have had sex in the 12 months before the survey, and among those 
who had sex in the past 12 months, the percentage who used a condom at last sexual intercourse. 
Table 13.16 is confined to young men age 15-24 because, as mentioned earlier, young women in this 
age group report having sex only after marriage (Table 13.15).  

 
Overall, 54 percent of never-married men age 15-24 report that they have never had sex, 43 

percent have had sex in the 12 months preceding the survey, and, of these men, 88 percent used a 
condom at their last sexual intercourse. The proportion of never-married young men who have never 
had sex drops rapidly with increasing age and education. For instance, 89 percent of never-married 
men age 15-17 have never had sex compared with 25 percent of men age 23-24. Similarly, 72 percent 
of young men with basic education have never had sex compared with 38 percent of those with higher 
than secondary education. Young men in urban areas (42 percent) and those who know of a condom 
source (52 percent) are considerably less likely than men in rural areas (72 percent) and those who do 
not know of a condom source (89 percent) to have never had sex. The variation in the percentage of 
men who had sexual intercourse in the past 12 months by background characteristics follows the same 
patterns. There are no meaningful variations for condom use at last sexual intercourse by background 
characteristics, mostly because of small numbers of cases. 
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 Table 13.16  Premarital sexual intercourse and condom use during premarital sexual 
intercourse among young men 

 

 

Among never-married men age 15-24, the percentage who have never had sexual 
intercourse, the percentage who had sexual intercourse in the past 12 months, and, among 
those who had premarital sexual intercourse in the past 12 months, the percentage who 
used a condom at the last sexual intercourse, by background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

  Never-married men age 15-24 

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage 
who have 
never had 

sexual 
intercourse

Percentage 
who had 
sexual 

intercourse 
in the past 
12 months

Number of 
never 

married 
men

Among men who had 
sexual intercourse 

in the past  
12 months: 

 

Percentage 
who used a 
condom at 
last sexual 
intercourse

Number of 
men 

 Age   
 15-19  80.4 17.0 227 (83.2) 39  
   15-17  89.1 9.1 171 * 16  
   18-19  53.4 41.5 55 * 23  
 20-24  31.2 65.0 257 88.6 167  
   20-22  35.0 61.1 159 88.6 97  
   23-24  25.0 71.4 98 88.7 70  

 Knows condom source1    
 Yes  51.6 44.9 449 87.4 202  
 No  (89.0) (11.0) 35 * 4  

 Residence    
 Urban  42.1 56.0 284 88.5 159  
 Rural  71.6 23.3 199 (84.7) 46  

 Education    
 Basic  72.0 23.3 81 * 19  
 Secondary  65.7 30.8 183 81.2 56  
 Secondary special  39.4 55.1 69 * 38  
 Higher  37.6 61.3 150 92.1 92  
     

 Total 15-24 54.3 42.5 483 87.6 205 

 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that 
a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. 
1 The following responses are not considered a source for condoms: friends, family members, 
and home.  

 
Multiple Sexual Partners and Condom Use among Young Men 
 

Table 13.17 shows, for young men age 15-24 who were sexually active in the 12 months 
preceding the survey, the proportion with more than one sexual partner in the past 12 months. The 
table also shows for those with more than one sexual partner, the proportion who used a condom at 
last sexual intercourse. Data are not presented for young women as there were no young women age 
15-24 reporting multiple sexual partners in the 12 months before the survey. 

 
Sixteen percent of young men had more than one sexual partner in the 12 months preceding 

the survey. This proportion is highest among men age 20-24 (24 percent) and lowest among those age 
15-17 (2 percent). Never married men and those who know of a condom source (17 percent, each) are 
about three times as likely as those who are ever married (5 percent) or who do not know of a condom 
source (6 percent) to have had more than one sexual partner in the 12 months preceding the survey. 
Young men living in urban areas are twice as likely as young rural men to have had multiple partners 
in the 12 months preceding the survey (20 percent versus 10 percent). This proportion increases 
steadily with education, from 8 percent among young men with basic education to 24 percent among 
those with higher than secondary education.  

 
More than eight in ten young men (86 percent) who had more than one sexual partner in the 

12 months preceding the survey used a condom the last time they had sexual intercourse. The 
numbers are too small for a meaningful analysis of the differentials by background characteristics. 
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 Table 13.17  Multiple sexual partners in the past 12 months among young men  

 

Percentage of young men age 15-24 who had sexual intercourse with more than one 
sexual partner in the past 12 months, and among those having more than one 
partner in the past 12 months, the percentage reporting that a condom was used at 
last intercourse, by background characteristics, Armenia 2010  

 

 

Among all men  
age 15-24 

Among men age 15-24 
who had 2+ partners in the 

past 12 months:  

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage 
who had 2+ 
partners in 

the past  
12 months

Number 
of 

men

Percentage 
who reported 

using a 
condom at last 

intercourse

Number 
of 

men  

 Age  
   15-19 5.9 229 * 14 
     15-17 1.9 171 * 3 
     18-19 18.0 58 * 10 
   20-24 23.9 298 85.6 71 
     20-22 24.0 172 (85.8) 41 
     23-24 23.7 127 * 30 

 Marital status  
   Never married 17.1 483 88.4 82 
   Ever married (5.4) 44 * 2 

 Knows condom source1

   Yes 16.8 493 85.6 83 
   No (5.5) 35 * 2 

 Residence 
 Urban  20.4 308 (90.3) 63 
 Rural  10.0 219 * 22 

 Education 
 Basic  7.5 85 * 6 
 Secondary  12.7 204 (78.6) 26 
 Secondary special  17.5 78 * 14 
 Higher  24.3 161 (88.0) 39 
  

 Total 15-24 16.1 527 85.9 85

 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk 
indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been 
suppressed. 
1 The following responses are not considered a source for condoms: friends, family 
members, and home.  

 
Age Mixing in Sexual Relationships  
 

In many societies, young adults have sexual relationships with partners who are considerably 
older than they are. This practice can contribute to the spread of HIV and other STIs because if a 
younger, HIV-negative partner has sexual intercourse with an older, HIV-positive partner, the virus 
can be introduced into a younger, HIV-negative cohort. To examine age differences between sexual 
partners, young respondents age 15-19 who had sex in the 12 months preceding the survey were asked 
the age of their partners. In the event they did not know a partner’s exact age, they were asked if the 
partner was older or younger than they were and, if older, whether the partner was 10 or more years 
older.  

  
Data show that 15 percent of women age 15-19 and 4 percent of men age 15-19 engaged in 

sexual intercourse with a partner who was 10 or more years older than themselves in the past 12 
months. Because of the small sample size, there are no clear patterns in the variation of this indicator 
by background characteristics.  

 



206  |  HIV/AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Infections 

 

 Table 13.18  Age-mixing in sexual relationships among women and men 
age 15-19 

 

Among women and men age 15-19 who had sexual intercourse in the past 
12 months, percentage who had sexual intercourse with a partner who was 
10 or more years older than themselves, by background characteristics, 
Armenia 2010  

 

 Women age 15-19 
who had sexual 

intercourse in the 
past 12 months 

Men age 15-19 who 
had sexual intercourse 
in the past 12 months  

 
Background 
characteristic 

Percentage 
who had 
sexual 

intercourse 
with a man 
10+ years 

older 

Number 
of 

women 

Percentage 
who had 

sexual 
intercourse 

with a 
woman 10+ 
years older 

Number of 
men  

 Age     
 15-17  * 5  * 16  
 18-19  14.0  65  * 25  

 Marital status 
 Never married  * 0  (3.7)  39  
 Ever married  15.5  70  * 2  

 Knows condom source1

 Yes  13.6  53  (3.7)  41  
 No  * 17  * 0  

 Residence     
 Urban  (20.0)  37  * 35  
 Rural  (10.3)  33  * 6  

 Education     
 Basic  * 4  * 2  
 Secondary  (15.5)  40  * 6  
 Secondary special  * 10  * 11  
 Higher  * 16 * 22 
           

 Total 15.4 70 (3.7) 41 

 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An 
asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases 
and has been suppressed. 
1 The following responses are not considered a source for condoms: friends, 
family members, and home. 

 
Recent HIV Tests among Youth 
 

Individuals’ knowledge of their own HIV status can provide motivation to practice safer 
sexual practices. People who learn that they do not have HIV may decide to take precautions in the 
future so as not to contract the virus, and those who learn that they are carrying the virus may decide 
to take precautions to avoid transmitting the virus to others.  

 
Less than one percent of male youth reported that they had ever been tested for HIV (see 

Table 13.11.2) so Table 13.19 focuses on coverage of the HIV testing among sexually active young 
women age 15-24. Overall, 9 percent of these young women were recently tested for HIV and 
received the results. In general, the numbers are too small to reach meaningful conclusions on the 
variation in testing coverage by the background characteristics shown in Table 13.19; however, the 
proportion ever tested increases steadily with an increase in education, from 0 percent among the 
small number of women with basic education to 11 percent among those with higher than secondary 
education. 
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 Table 13.19  Recent HIV tests among young women 

 

Among young women age 15-24 who have had sexual 
intercourse in the past 12 months, the percentage who 
have had an HIV test in the past 12 months and received 
the results of the last test, by background characteristics, 
Armenia 2010  

 

 Among women age 15-24 
who have had sexual 
intercourse in the past  

12 months: 

 
Background  
characteristic 

Percentage who 
have been tested 

for HIV in the 
past 12 months 

and received the 
results from the 

last HIV test 
Number of 

women 

 Age   
 15-19  6.3  70  
   15-17  * 5  
   18-19  6.8 65 
 20-24  9.2  445  
   20-22  9.2  216  
   23-24  9.3  229  

 Marital status   
 Never married  * 0  
 Ever married  8.8  514  

 Knows condom source1   
 Yes  9.1  434  
 No  7.3  81  

 Residence   
 Urban  8.7  259  
 Rural  8.9  256  

 Education
 Basic  (0.0)  22  
 Secondary  8.1  242  
 Secondary special  9.4  135  
 Higher  11.2  117  
       

 Total  8.8 515 

 

Note: Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 
unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is 
based on fewer than 25 unweighted cases and has been 
suppressed. 
1 The following responses are not considered a source for 
condoms: friends, family members, and home. 
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