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1.OBJECTIVE OF THE SURVEY

Given by the logic of the cause and consequential connections of
the processes in the liberalization of the economy, in the recent years the
health care system of the republic, too, was respectively changed. 

In spite of the fact that the soviet health system was, though, more
accessible to the majority of the population with regard to use of medical
services (including population of the rural and far regions), nevertheless,
activity of that system was based on the voluminous and continuous
financing with the stable growth from the state budget.  The payment
systems of personnel salary and hourly earnings applied all over the
soviet medical institutions didn’t promote the formation of the active
competitive interests in the quality of health care services and flexible
introduction of international standards. 

From the centralised management principle distinctive of the Soviet
system, the health care system gradually came to introduction of new
economic ways typical of market relations, which was accompanied also
by optimality and privatisation of active health institutions. In particular, as
a precondition for the launch of the further development process of the
system, at the beginning stage of reforms implemented state non-
profitable health institutions were reorganized and became state closed
joint stock companies, while the institutions rendering pharmaceutical and
dental services came into privatisation stage. In the context of continuity
of the mentioned process and in parallel of formation of the private health
care institutions, at present the privatisation of the health care institutions
is also under the process. 

With the purpose to improve the financing of the health care system,
since 1997 a mechanism of paid medical aid and services has also been
introduced as an additional source for financing the health care
institutions (in addition to restricted financial means from the state
budget). 

To increase the economic efficiency of the services rendered by
health care institutions, to ensure the quality, target and accessibility of
the medical aid provided, separation of primary and secondary links of
medical aid, effective redistribution and use of available capacities,
provision of a necessary background for involvement of extra financial
resources and others were defined as general trends towards optimality
and privatisation of the health care system. 
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Reforms in the health care system, certainly, brought necessity of
appropriate evaluation of the volume of health care services (particularly,
with regard to improve the methodological abilities in order to reflect the
health care “production” in the computations of the Gross Domestic
Product and other macroeconomic indicators) in the statistical accounting
field, as well, that stipulated the conduction of this sample survey. 

In accordance with that, the survey results will enable the National
Statistical Service of RA (NSSRA):
- to derive complete and reliable information on volume of health care

services rendered to the population by the organizations and
individual entrepreneurs engaged in the health care activity and
retail trade of the pharmaceutical goods, as well as on the structure
of their incomes and expenditures, 

- to study the structure of the population’s expenditures on health
care services by separate directions and ways of treatment of
illness (emergency medical treatment, outpatient treatment,
inpatient treatment, paid treatment by a private doctor, etc.),

- to study morbidity of the population by separate groups of illnesses. 

Apart from the mentioned, the survey results will enable the NSSRA
to complement the available information base on health care in the official
statistics. The following served as an information source for the sample
design of the survey: 

with regard to the survey conducted in the households  - households
survey database updated based on the Demographic and Health Survey
(DHS) conducted by the NSSRA in 2001, 

with regard to the survey of organizations and individual
entrepreneurs engaged in health care activity and retail trade of
pharmaceutical goods - business-register database of the NSSRA, that
was compared with the list of licensed health care organizations and
individual entrepreneurs provided by the Ministry of Health of RA. 

To carry out this survey the standard statistical tools such as
classifications, sample design, software and others were applied.
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