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4.SAMPLE DESIGN OF THE HOUSEHOLDS 

The households sample universe was built-up through the multi-
stage self-weighted sampling method, according to which the territorial
unit’s probability of being selected is proportional to its size (PPS). Given
by the preliminary size of the sample - 1500-2000 households – the whole
population was divided into 200 preliminary units – clusters.

At the first stage of the sample, 200 clusters were stratified by
marzes in proportion to the number of population (households) (Annex 1,
Table 13). 

At the second stage of the sample, towns and rural communities
have been selected in each marz. Meanwhile, the urban settlements with
more than 50000 population were covered by the sample with the
probability “1” and adequate number of clusters. For the other
settlements, a random sampling was designed through the table of casual
numbers with the probability in proportion to the number of population, i.e.
if the number of population in any settlement makes up Xk people, then
the proportionality of being included in the sample of this unit will be:

fk=Xk/ΣXk

The sample of rural settlements in each of marzes was, also,
designed by the same approach. 

At this stage, the volume of households sample was also calculated
for each territorial unit, for which the following formula was applied: if N is
the number of households in the general universe, n is the sample volume
and lm number of clusters accrued to each mth marz, then Zmk number of
households selected from the kth territorial units to be surveyed is
calculated by the following way: 
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In the third step, the list of households covered by the sample was
made up through the systematic method from the complete list of the
households included in cluster: using the random principle of the sample’s
start and fixed principle of the step. The derived lists intended also to
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include an additional list of 25% households with the purpose of possible
rotation in cases of refuse to participate in the survey or invalid
addresses. The overlap between the mean size of the sample derived
through the survey results, percent ratio of men to women and other
indicators and the same outputs of other households surveys carried out
previously by the National Statistical Service of RA, perhaps, could also
serve as a proof of representativeness of the households sample
designed by the described methodology. 
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