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Table 4.1  Current fertility

Age-specific and cumulative fertility rates, the general fertility 
rate, and the crude birth rate for the three years preceding the 
survey, by residence, Armenia 2005 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Residence 
 ––––––––––––––––– 
Age Urban Rural Total 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
15-19 22  43  30  
20-24 140  165  148  
25-29 104  115  107  
30-34 43  26  37  
35-39 15  16  16  
40-44 6  1  4  
45-49 0 0 0 
       
TFR 1.6  1.8  1.7  
GFR 57  60  58  
CBR 14.5 14.9 14.6 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Note: Rates are for the period 1-36 months preceding the sur-
vey. Rates for age group 45-49 may be slightly biased due to 
truncation. 
TFR: Total fertility rate for ages 15-49, expressed per woman. 
GFR: General fertility rate expressed per 1,000 women 
CBR: Crude birth rate expressed per 1,000 population 

FERTILITY 4
 All women who were interviewed in the 2005 ADHS were asked to give a complete reproductive 
history. In collecting these histories, each woman was first asked about the total numbers of pregnancies 
that had ended in live births, induced abortions, miscarriages, and stillbirths. After obtaining these aggre-
gate data, an event-by-event pregnancy history was collected. For each pregnancy, the duration, the 
month and year of termination, and the result of the pregnancy were recorded. Information was collected 
about the most recent completed pregnancy, then the next-to-last, etc. For each live birth, information was 
collected on the sex of the child, survival status, and age (for surviving children) or age at death (for de-
ceased children).  

4.1 CURRENT FERTILITY 

The data collected in the reproductive history were used to calculate two of the most widely used 
measures of current fertility: the total fertility rate (TFR) and its component age-specific fertility rates. 
The TFR is interpreted as the average number of children a woman would bear in her lifetime if she ex-
perienced the currently observed age-specific rates throughout her reproductive years. The fertility rates 
refer to the three-year period before the survey (i.e., approximately from October 2002 to October 2005).  

According to the results of the 2005 ADHS, the TFR is 1.7 children per woman (Table 4.1). This 
is below replacement level fertility (which is slightly more than 2.0). The 2005 ADHS rate of 1.7 is the 
same as the rate estimated by the 2000 ADHS. Thus, there is no evidence of change in overall levels of 
fertility in Armenia over the last five years.  

The data suggest, however, some change in 
urban-rural differentials. While urban fertility is 
statistically the same (1.5 in 2000 versus 1.6 in 
2005) there is some evidence of decline in rural 
areas (from 2.1 in 2000 to 1.8 in 2005). Overall, the 
pattern of age-specific fertility rates is the same, 
although there has been a shift away from 
childbearing at the youngest ages (15-19) to higher 
levels of fertility among women in their late 20s.

Most childbearing takes place when 
women are in their 20s. The age-specific fertility 
rates peak at age 20-24 regardless of residence 
(Figure 4.1). In fact, in both urban and rural areas, 
fertility rates in these age groups (20-24 and 25-29) 
account for three-fourths of the total fertility rate.  
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4.2 FERTILITY DIFFERENTIALS BY BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS  

Table 4.2 shows the total fertility rate by background characteristics. Albeit not strong, there is a 
negative association between education and fertility (Figure 4.2). Women who have higher education 
have fewer children than women with less education (1.5 versus 1.8 or 1.9). 

The TFR in Yerevan is 1.7 births per woman. There appears to be marked variation between re-
gions, ranging from approximately one birth per woman in Vayots Dzor to 2.5 in Aragatsotn. Undoubt-
edly, some of these differences are due to sampling variability, which is quite large due to the small num-
ber of respondents in each region (see Appendix B).  

Three percent of women reported being pregnant at the time of the survey. Small differences are 
found in this percentage across subgroups of women.  

The last column in Table 4.2 shows the mean number of children ever born to women age 40-49. 
This is an indicator of cumulative fertility; it reflects the fertility performance of older women who are 
nearing the end of their reproductive period and thus represents completed fertility. If fertility had re-
mained stable over time, the two fertility measures, TFR and children ever born, would be equal or simi-
lar. The findings show that the mean number of children ever born to women age 40-49 (2.5 children per 
woman) is higher than the TFR for the three years preceding the survey (1.7 children per woman), indi-
cating a decline in fertility over the past 30 years.  

Figure 4.1  Age-specific Fertility Rates for the Three-
year Period Preceding the Survey, by Residence

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49

Age group

R
at

e 
(p

er
 1

,0
00

 w
om

en
)

Rural
Urban

ADHS 2005



Fertility | 43

Table 4.2  Fertility by background characteristics

Total fertility rate for the three years preceding the survey, percentage currently pregnant, 
and mean number of children ever born to women age 40-49, by background characteris-
tics, Armenia 2005 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
   Mean number 
   of children 
 Total Percentage ever born  
Background fertility currently to women  
characteristic rate1 pregnant1 age 40-49  
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Residence    
  Urban  1.6  3.1  2.3  
  Rural  1.8  2.8  2.8  
          
Region    
  Yerevan  1.7  2.9  2.2  
  Aragatsotn  2.5  2.6  3.0  
  Ararat  2.0  2.5  2.8  
  Armavir  1.7  2.9  2.7  
  Gegharkunik  2.1  2.1  2.8  
  Lori  (1.4)  4.2  2.6  
  Kotayk  1.8  3.6  2.8  
  Shirak  1.2  3.9  2.7  
  Syunik  1.8  2.7  2.7  
  Vayots Dzor  (0.9)  2.9  2.8  
  Tavush  1.6  1.6  2.5  
        
Education    
  Basic general  1.9  2.7  2.6  
  Secondary general  1.8  3.3  2.7  
  Specialized secondary  1.9  2.7  2.5  
  Higher  1.5  2.8  2.1  
          
Wealth quintile    
  Lowest  1.8  3.2  2.9  
  Second  2.0  3.0  2.7  
  Middle  1.9  2.7  2.4  
  Fourth  1.6  3.4  2.4  
  Highest  1.5  2.6  2.3  
          
Total 1.7 3.0 2.5 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Note:  Figures in parentheses are based on 250-499 unweighted women. 
1 Women age 15-49 

Figure 4.2  Total Fertility Rates for the Three Years Preceding
the Survey, by Residence and Education
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Table 4.3  Trends in age-specific fertility rates

Age-specific fertility rates for five-year periods preceding the 
survey, by mother’s age at the time of the birth, Armenia 
2005
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 Number of years 
Mother’s age preceding the survey 
at time ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
of the birth 0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 15-19 33  56  101  71  
 20-24 146  178  215  255  
 25-29 95  93  120  142  
 30-34 36  42  57 [ 77]  
 35-39 15 18 [32]   
 40-44 4 [7] 
 45-49 [0]   
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Note: Age-specific fertility rates are per 1,000 women. Esti-
mates in brackets are truncated. 

4.3 FERTILITY TRENDS

One of the most important and complex issues 
for Armenia is the decline in fertility. One method of 
understanding fertility trends is to examine the age-
specific fertility rates over time. Because women age 
50 and older were not interviewed in the survey, the 
rates are successively truncated as the number of years 
before the survey increases (see Table 4.3). Data in this 
table indicate that fertility has declined in the past 20 
years. This decline is particularly evident among 
women in the youngest age groups (15-19 and 20-24) 
in the 10 years preceding the survey. For example, age-
specific fertility among women age 20-24 declined 
from 178 births per 1,000 women in the period five to 
nine years before the survey to 146 births per 1,000 
women in the period zero to four years before the 
survey, a decrease of 18 percent.  

4.4 FERTILITY RATES FROM NSS AND THE ADHS

At the national level, the 2005 ADHS TFR of 1.7 is higher than the official government rates 
published for the same period. For example, 1.4 was the official TFR for both 2003 and 2004 based on 
administrative records (National Statistical Service, 2006). An important difference in the computing of 
these rates should be noted: whereas the ADHS rate is based on the de facto population, the official gov-
ernment rates are based on the de jure population. 

Other factors that could contribute to the difference between fertility rates include sampling vari-
ability of the ADHS estimates and underreporting of births to the government registration system.  

4.5 CHILDREN EVER BORN AND LIVING

Table 4.4 shows the distribution of all women and currently married women by number of chil-
dren ever born. Data on the number of children ever born reflect the accumulation of births to women 
over their entire reproductive years and therefore have limited reference to current fertility levels, particu-
larly when the country has experienced a decline in fertility.  

On average, women in Armenia have given birth to 1.5 children by their late twenties. Even in the 
oldest age groups, the mean number of children ever born is only 2.5. As expected, currently married 
women have had more births than all women in all age groups. Nevertheless, the mean number of chil-
dren ever born does not exceed 3.0. The largest difference between the data on children ever born for cur-
rently married women and all women is in the young age groups, because a large number of unmarried 
young women are not exposed to the risk of pregnancy. Differences at older ages reflect the impact of 
marital dissolution (divorce or widowhood).  

Among currently married women, 14 percent have had only one live-born child, 42 percent have 
had two children, and 27 percent have three children. Ten percent of women have had four or more chil-
dren. In total, only 1 percent of currently married women age 45-49 have never had a live birth. This is an 
indirect indicator of primary infertility. Voluntary childlessness is rare in Armenia, and most women de-
sire to have at least one child, preferably soon after marriage.  



Fertility | 45

4.6 BIRTH INTERVALS

A birth interval is defined as the length of time between two live births. Research has shown that 
short birth intervals may adversely affect maternal health and children’s chances of survival. Children 
born too close to a previous birth, especially if the interval between the births is less than two years, are at 
increased risk of health problems and dying at an early age. Longer birth intervals, on the other hand, con-
tribute to the improved health status of both mother and child.  

Table 4.5 shows the percent distribution of second and higher-order births in the five years prior 
to the survey by the number of months since the previous birth. The overall median birth interval is 37 
months. Nonetheless, approximately one-third of births (32 percent) occur within 24 months of the previ-
ous birth. Indeed, 17 percent of births occur within 18 months of a previous birth. This finding has not 
changed since 2000.

In general younger women have shorter birth intervals than older women. While 41 percent of 
women age 20-29 space their births less than 24 months apart, the corresponding statistic for women 30-
39 is 16 percent. There is a strong relationship between birth interval and education. Births to mothers 
with basic general education have shorter intervals than births to mothers who have attended secondary 
education. For example, whereas 42 percent of births to mothers with basic general education are born 
less than 24 months after their older sibling, the corresponding statistic for women in each of the three 
more highly educated categories is approximately 30 percent (Figure 4.3). 

Measured in terms of the median number of months between births, birth intervals also vary by 
the selected background characteristics. Births to young mothers in their 20s and to mothers with basic 
education have the shortest median birth interval (28 months each). While there is no clear relationship 
between birth interval and wealth status, births to mothers in the lowest wealth quintile have the shortest 

Table  4.4 Children ever born and living

Percent distribution of all women and currently married women by number of children ever born, and mean number of children ever
born and mean number of living children, according to age group, Armenia 2005 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
              Mean Mean 
              number number 
 Number of children ever born  Number of of 
 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  of children living 
Age 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Total women ever born children 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

ALL WOMEN 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 15-19  97.6  2.3  0.2  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  100.0  1,123  0.03  0.03  
 20-24  64.4  20.1  14.1  1.3  0.1  0.0  0.0  100.0  1,131  0.53  0.52  
 25-29  27.2  17.6  41.6  10.8  2.0  0.4  0.2  100.0  929  1.45  1.41  
 30-34  11.4  10.5  49.7  22.4  5.1  0.5  0.3  100.0  749  2.03  1.93  
 35-39  6.9  10.8  42.9  29.6  8.0  0.8  1.0  100.0  711  2.28  2.19  
 40-44  6.7  6.1  37.9  33.4  11.3  3.4  1.2  100.0  965  2.52  2.36  
 45-49  6.3  9.7  32.2  35.6  11.0  3.4  1.8  100.0  958  2.53  2.35  
                        
Total  35.6  11.0  28.9  17.6  5.0  1.2  0.6  100.0  6,566  1.52  1.44 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 15-19  65.6  32.5  1.9  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  100.0  78  0.36  0.36  
 20-24  21.6  43.6  31.6  3.0  0.3  0.0  0.0  100.0  504  1.17  1.14  
 25-29  7.2  21.0  53.7  14.5  2.7  0.6  0.3  100.0  695  1.88  1.82  
 30-34  2.3  7.9  56.9  25.9  6.2  0.4  0.4  100.0  601  2.29  2.18  
 35-39  1.6  8.5  45.4  33.0  9.4  0.9  1.2  100.0  602  2.48  2.39  
 40-44  1.5  4.5  38.6  37.2  12.8  3.8  1.4  100.0  824  2.74  2.56  
 45-49  1.4  5.1  33.1  42.6  12.0  3.9  1.9  100.0  741  2.79  2.59  
                        
Total 6.3 14.0 42.3 27.0 7.6 1.8 0.9 100.0 4,044 2.25 2.14 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Note: Currently married includes respondents in consensual union (living together). 
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interval compared with births to mothers in the higher wealth quintiles. Birth interval is also related to 
birth order and residence. For example, the median birth interval for fourth to sixth order births is 64 
months compared with 34 months for second and third order births. Birth interval varies widely across 
regions, with the longest in Ararat (43 months) and the shortest in Gegharkunik and Tavush (less than 30 
months).  

Table 4.5  Birth intervals

Percent distribution of non-first births in the five years preceding the survey by number of months since preceding birth, and median 
number of months since preceding birth, according to background characteristics, Armenia 2005 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
      Median 
     Number number of 
 Number of months since preceding birth   of months since 
Background ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  non-first preceding 
characteristic 7-17 18-23 24-35 36-47 48+ Total births birth1

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Age         
  15-19  * * * * * * 2  * 
  20-29  20.3  20.7  20.0  18.6  20.5  100.0  528  28.1  
  30-39  9.9  6.3  10.4  11.4  62.0  100.0  214  64.9  
  40-49  (3.0)  (0.0)  (8.5)  (9.8)  (78.7)  (100.0)  41  (>70)  
                  
Sex of preceding birth         
  Male  16.0  18.3  17.8  16.9  31.0  100.0  386  34.3  
  Female  16.9  13.3  16.0  15.4  38.4  100.0  399  38.5  
                    
Survival of preceding 
birth         
  Living  16.3  15.6  17.1  16.4  34.6  100.0  751  37.0  
  Dead  (21.1)  (18.6)  (11.3)  (9.5)  (39.6)  (100.0)  34  (34.9)  
                    
Birth order         
  2-3  17.8  16.6  17.8  17.1  30.8  100.0  691  34.2  
  4-6  6.1  10.1  7.1  7.0  69.7  100.0  87  63.9  
  7+  * * * * * * 7  * 
                   
Residence         
  Urban  20.1  12.4  15.3  16.9  35.4  100.0  437  37.6  
  Rural  12.0  20.0  18.9  15.1  34.0  100.0  348  35.3  
                    
Region         
  Yerevan  22.7  11.5  12.3  17.6  35.9  100.0  266  38.0  
  Aragatsotn  11.4  16.6  19.1  16.3  36.6  100.0  51  37.5  
  Ararat  11.0  11.3  15.9  16.4  45.4  100.0  72  42.8  
  Armavir  11.1  22.2  12.8  14.1  39.7  100.0  74  37.9  
  Gegharkunik  15.2  25.7  17.9  9.1  32.1  100.0  73  27.7  
  Lori  (16.1)  (22.3) (12.4)  (17.2)  (32.0)  (100.0)  50  (33.7)  
  Kotayk  11.0  4.4   28.8   20.8   35.0   100.0   65  41.5   
  Shirak  (19.3)  (13.9)  (30.9)  (13.7)  (22.2)  (100.0)  45  (30.4)  
  Syunik  16.2  22.7   14.8   13.2   33.2   100.0   33  32.0   
  Vayots Dzor    (8.1)  (22.9) (33.7)  (18.2)  (17.0)  (100.0)  9  (30.3)  
  Tavush  13.1  23.6  19.9  17.1  26.3  100.0  47  28.5  
                  
Education         
  Basic general  24.7  17.2  13.2  21.4  23.4  100.0  83  28.3  
  Secondary general  13.7  17.6  20.2  16.9  31.6  100.0  320  34.5  
  Specialized secondary  16.2  14.2  14.0  15.2  40.4  100.0  220  40.4  
  Higher  18.2  13.3  16.0  13.2  39.3  100.0  163  37.3  
                    
Wealth quintile         
  Lowest  13.5  20.2  19.1  17.1  30.0  100.0  183  32.7  
  Second  12.6  17.4  16.8  14.3  39.0  100.0  163  40.2  
  Middle  17.2  13.4  18.5  13.4  37.5  100.0  151  36.5  
  Fourth  21.1  16.6  13.7  17.3  31.4  100.0  135  34.7  
  Highest  19.5  10.3  15.5  18.4  36.3  100.0  154  37.9  
                    
Total 16.5 15.7 16.9 16.1 34.8 100.0 785 36.9 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Note: First-order births are excluded. The interval for multiple births is the number of months since the preceding pregnancy that
ended in a live birth. Figures in parentheses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases. An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer 
than 25 unweighted cases and has been suppressed. 
1 The median is the midpoint of the distribution of births by number of months since preceding birth. 
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4.7 AGE AT FIRST BIRTH

Age at first birth is an important determinant of fertility. It has significant demographic conse-
quences for society as a whole, as well as for the health and welfare of mothers and children. Table 4.6 
shows the percentage of women age 15-49 who have given birth by specific exact ages, according to cur-
rent age. For women age 25 and older, the median age at first birth is presented in the last column of the 
table.

The 2005 ADHS findings indicate that childbearing among Armenian women begins relatively 
late. The majority of women age 20-24 (64 percent) have never given birth. The median age at first birth 
among women age 25 and older is between 21 and 23 years. The median age at first birth has decreased 
by more than one year from 22.8 years among women age 45-49 to 21.3 years among women age 30-39. 
However, median age at first birth seems to be increasing among younger women; the median age for 
women age 25-29 is 22.5 years. 

Figure 4.3  Percentage of Births Occurring Less than 24 
Months after a Prior Birth, by Residence and Education 
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Table 4.6  Age at first birth

Percentage of women age 15-49 who have given birth by specific exact ages, percentage who have never given 
birth, and median age at first birth, according to current age, Armenia 2005 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Percentage of women who have Percentage  Median 
 given birth by exact age: who have Number age at 
 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– never of first 
Current age 15 18 20 22 25 given birth women birth1

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 15-19 0.0 na na na na 97.6 1,123 a  
 20-24 0.0 3.4 15.4 na na 64.4 1,131 a  
 25-29  0.2  9.0  27.7  46.5  64.2  27.2  929  22.5  
 30-34  0.0  6.2  36.0  56.4  74.4  11.4  749  21.3  
 35-39  0.0  5.7  28.9  58.8  78.3  6.9  711  21.3  
 40-44  0.0  1.1  19.7  47.8  73.8  6.7  965  22.2  
 45-49 0.1 2.8 17.3 40.9 68.7 6.3 958 22.8  

  25-49 0.1 4.8 25.2 49.3 71.4 11.9 4,312 22.1 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
na = Not applicable due to censoring 
a = Omitted because less than 50 percent of women had a birth before reaching the beginning of the age group 
1The median is the midpoint of the distribution of women by exact age at first birth. 
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Changes in the median age at first birth are associated with changes in age at first marriage (see 
Table 7.2). Other researchers have noted that among Armenians, there is an expectation that a child will 
be born within the first two years of marriage (National Program on Reproductive Health, 1998). The 
2005 ADHS data indicate that Armenian women of all cohorts have adhered to the practice of giving birth 
to a first child within two years of getting married. Among women age 25-29, for example, the median 
age at first marriage is almost one and a half years less than the median age at first birth (21.2 and 22.5 
years, respectively). The same interval between age at first marriage and age at first birth is observed for 
women age 45-49 (21.5 and 22.8 years, respectively).    

Table 4.7 shows that, overall, there is little significant difference in the median age at first birth 
by background characteristics. The median age at first birth shows a positive relationship with wealth 
status. The median age at first birth varies only slightly by region, ranging from 21 years in Gegharkunik 
to 23 years in Yerevan. 

Table 4.7  Median age at first birth by background characteristics

Median age at first birth among women 25-49, by current age, according to background characteristics, 
Armenia 2005 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Current age Women 
Background ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– age 
characteristic 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 25-49 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Residence       
  Urban  23.6  22.4  21.6  22.7  23.1  22.7  
  Rural  20.7  20.0  20.8  21.4  22.5  21.1  
                
Region       
  Yerevan  23.9  23.0  21.8  23.5  23.3  23.2  
  Aragatsotn  20.9  20.1  20.8  21.6  22.2  21.3  
  Ararat  21.4  20.8  21.2  22.0  22.5  21.7  
  Armavir  21.1  20.0  21.0  21.5  23.1  21.4  
  Gegharkunik  19.8  20.4  20.5  21.0  22.7  20.9  
  Lori  21.3  20.2  (20.9)  21.1  22.9  21.3  
  Kotayk  21.7  21.4  20.6  21.4  21.3  21.3  
  Shirak  24.4  20.1  21.9  22.7  22.9  22.3  
  Syunik  23.3  21.6  21.1  22.2  22.5  22.2  
  Vayots Dzor  (22.8)  (20.2)  (20.5)  21.9  22.8  21.5  
  Tavush  21.2  21.0  21.2  21.4  22.6  21.6  
              
Education       
  Basic general  18.9  (19.5)  (19.7)  (20.6)  (21.4)  20.4  
  Secondary general  20.1  19.7  20.0  21.1  21.7  20.6  
  Specialized secondary  24.3  20.9  21.4  22.2  22.7  22.2  
  Higher  a  24.5  24.3  24.9  25.4  a  
                
Wealth quintile       
  Lowest  20.0  19.9  20.9  21.7  23.0  21.2  
  Second  21.6  20.5  20.9  21.6  22.8  21.5  
  Middle  22.0  21.8  21.1  22.2  22.5  22.1  
  Fourth  23.5  21.3  21.4  22.5  22.5  22.4  
  Highest  24.6  23.2  21.9  22.8  23.5  23.2  
                
Total 22.5 21.3 21.3 22.2 22.8 22.1 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Note: The median is the midpoint of the distribution of women by exact age at first birth. Figures in paren-
theses are based on 25-49 unweighted cases.  
a = Omitted because less than 50 percent of the women had a birth before the beginning of the age group 
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Table 4.8  Teenage pregnancy and motherhood

Percentage of women age 15-19 who are mothers or pregnant with their 
first child and percentage who have begun childbearing, by background 
characteristics, Armenia 2005 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Percentage who are Percentage 
 –––––––––––––––––– who have 
  Pregnant begun Number 
Background  with first child- of 
characteristic Mothers  child bearing women 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Age     
  15  0.0  0.0  0.0  234  
  16  0.0  0.8  0.8  242  
  17  1.3  2.6  3.9  207  
  18  3.5  3.0  6.5  192  
  19  7.3  5.1  12.4  248  
            
Residence     
  Urban  2.3  1.7  4.0  684  
  Rural  2.6  3.2  5.9  439  
            
Region     
  Yerevan  3.1  1.2  4.3  386  
  Aragatsotn  0.4  0.6  1.0  56  
  Ararat  6.7  0.8  7.5  66  
  Armavir  0.0  3.1  3.1  113  
  Gegharkunik  2.0  3.5  5.5  84  
  Lori  0.0  4.7  4.7  95  
  Kotayk  5.9  3.5  9.4  105  
  Shirak  1.3  3.8  5.1  117  
  Syunik  1.2  0.0  1.2  46  
  Vayots Dzor  0.0  0.6  0.6  18  
  Tavush  2.6  2.7  5.3  36  
          
Education     
  Basic general  2.7  1.6  4.3  212  
  Secondary general  3.2  3.4  6.7  491  
  Specialized secondary  2.2  2.8  5.0  183  
  Higher  0.8  0.0  0.9  237  
            
Wealth quintile     
  Lowest  0.9  4.4  5.3  215  
  Second  2.5  1.9  4.5  237  
  Middle  4.8  4.0  8.8  226  
  Fourth  4.4  1.0  5.4  196  
  Highest  0.0  0.2  0.2  248  
            
Total 2.4 2.3 4.7 1,123 

4.8 TEENAGE PREGNANCY AND MOTHERHOOD

It is well known that adolescent 
pregnancy, early childbearing, and 
motherhood have negative socioeconomic 
and health consequences. Adolescent 
mothers are more likely to have 
complications during labor, which result in 
higher morbidity and mortality for 
themselves and their children. Moreover, 
childbearing during the teenage years 
frequently has adverse social consequences, 
particularly on female educational 
attainment, because women who become 
mothers in their teens are more likely to 
curtail education.1

Table 4.8 shows the percentage of 
women age 15-19 (teenagers) who are 
mothers or pregnant with their first child, by 
background characteristics. Overall, 5 
percent of teenagers in Armenia have begun 
childbearing, 2 percent are already mothers, 
and 2 percent are pregnant with their first 
child. As expected, the proportion of young 
women who have begun childbearing in-
creases rapidly with age, from less than 1 
percent among women age 15 and 16 to 12 
percent of women age 19.

The variation in early childbearing 
by educational attainment and wealth 
quintile is unclear. The proportion of 
teenagers who have begun childbearing is 
highest among women with secondary 
general education and among women in the 
middle wealth quintile.  

Teenage fertility varies slightly by 
urban-rural residence. The proportion of 
teenagers who have begun childbearing is 4 percent in urban areas compared with 6 percent in urban ar-
eas. Teenage childbearing varies significantly across regions, ranging from 1 percent in Vayots Dzor, 
Aragatsotn, and Syunik to 9 percent in Kotayk. 

In terms of trends, at the national level there is little difference overall in adolescent fertility be-
tween the 2000 and 2005 ADHS surveys. Six percent of teenagers in 2000 and 5 percent of teenagers in 
2005 reported either being pregnant or mothers at the time of data collection. Although the results by 
background characteristics vary greatly between the two surveys, this can be explained in part by sam-
pling variability due to the small numbers of respondents in the samples who are teenagers.

                                                     
1The legal age at marriage in Armenia is 17.  
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