
 7

4.  DATA COLLECTION 
 

The whole process of necessary statistical information collection from the peasant farms 
was implemented through the inquiries of enumerators.  
 Before it, for the purpose of preparation and conduction of sample survey, the instruction 
of enumerators took place, during of which the questionnaires necessary for observation, filling 
instructions, the list of appropriate settlements, as well as necessary classifications for the 
registration (coding) of some data were distributed. 

During the instruction, the explanations on filling of the data included in the 
questionnaire, as well as their peculiarities were given to enumerators. Detailed explanations on 
peculiarities related to the filling of questionnaires in cases of non-response by the peasant farms 
and in other cases were also given. 

To provide possible high quality level of received information and to reduce the cases of 
non-response, incomplete answers and/or other cases, the National Statistical Service of RA 
implemented a series of procedures to clarify the necessity and objectives of the survey, to 
increase the interest of farms covered by the survey, to render practical assistance.   

The data collection was implemented by marzes of the republic. After the logical and 
arithmetical checking, the questionnaires completed by the enumerators were submitted to the 
National Statistical Service of RA, where the checked and coded questionnaires were inputted 
(based on the appropriate program of inputting). 

 

5. SURVEY RESULTS  
 
5.1. Agricultural Lands and Their Structure 
 

Agricultural lands perhaps are the most important preconditions from the viewpoint of 
development of agricultural production. According to the survey results, the total area of lands 
belonged to the surveyed peasant farms comprised 35996.1 ha in the observation period, in the 
sense of marz distribution of which structure, the marzes of Shirak (21.2%), Lori (19.5%),  
Aragatsotn (12.6%), Syunik (12.2%) and Gegharkunik  (11.9%) were distinguished by bigger 
shares. As to the other marzes, then their shares compared to the total of the lands were 
fluctuated between 3.8% (Tavush) and 5.5% (Kotayk).   

According to the observation of separate lands, in the structure of surveyed lands, the 
arable lands were prevailing, the total area of which comprised 58.2% of the total. Unlike that, in 
the sense of development of cattle breeding, the areas occupied with natural hayfields and 
pastures being essential factor, comprised correspondingly 20,0% and 16.8%. In the general 
population for sample, the territories of fruit, berry and vineyards were distinguished by lower 
share, which comprised 5% of the total (Annex 1, tables 1,2 and 3). 

 
Distribution of agricultural lands belonged to the surveyed peasant farms is reflected in 

the Diagram 1 given below.  
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Diagram 1. Structure of Surveyed Agricultural Lands 

 

Structure of agricultural lands belonged to the surveyed peasant farms according to the 
observation of separate marzes, it is notable that the shares of lands of some marzes compared to 
the corresponding shares of other marzes had absolute supremacy and were described by the 
following proportions:  

- In Armavir and Shirak marzes the shares of arable lands comprised correspondingly 
78.6% and 74.0% of the total lands of given marzes,  

- Ararat (17.6%) and Armavir (14.7%) marzes were distinguished by high shares of 
territories of fruit gardens and berry-fields, 

- Ararat and Armavir marzes were also distinguished by comparatively high shares of 
vineyards, which comprised correspondingly 8.3% and 6.4% of the total lands of given 
marzes,  

- Pastures had considerable shares in the structure of lands of Lori and Gegharkunik 
marzes, which comprised correspondingly 48.5% and 30.6% of the total lands of given 
marzes. Moreover, it is notable that unlike all other marzes, where arable lands prevailed 
by share over other lands, in Lori marz pastures were prevailing, the share of which 
exceeded the share of arable lands by 22.4 percent point.    
Unlike the above mentioned, the share of fruit gardens and berry-fields in sample 

population was the lowest in Shirak marz (0.1%), vineyards were not available in Gegharkunik 
and Shirak marzes, the share of the territories of natural hayfield was the lowest in Armavir marz 
(0.2%), and in Syunik marz the pastures “were not available” (the latter was perhaps the 
consequence of random sample “surprise”).   
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Marz distribution of lands described above is perhaps stipulated by the territorial 
peculiarities of agriculture development as well as peculiarities of peasant farms covered in the 
sample.  

 Apart from the mentioned, the agriculture development is stipulated not only by the areas 
and structure of agricultural lands, but also by that, how many lands each peasant farm possesses 
or is able to lease and use. According to the survey results, 15.7% of peasant farms has lands of 
up to 0.5 ha, 16.2% - 0.51 - 1.0 ha and 68.1% - 1.1 and more (Annex 1, tables 4, 5 and 6):  

 
Structure of distribution of peasant farms according to the size of agricultural lands 

belonged to them is reflected in the Diagram 2 given below.  
 

Diagram 2. Structure of Distribution of Peasant Farms According to the Size of 

Agricultural Lands Belonged to Them 

 

It is notable, that the structure of lands distribution by marzes is different. In the marzes 
of Gegharkunik, Shirak, Lori, Syunik, Aragatsotn the 75-90% of peasant farms had the lands of 
1.1ha and more, and the peasant farms having small size lands of up to 1 ha prevailed in the 
marzes of Ararat and Armavir (correspondingly 78.3% and55.4%). Peasant farms having lands 
of up to 1ha comprised correspondingly 70.4% and 40.8% in the marzes of Ararat and Armavir. 
It is noteworthy, that the corresponding indicator of Gegharkunik marz (90.2% of the total of 
marz) in the sense of large lands (1.1 ha and more) exceeded the corresponding indicator of 
Ararat marz(21.7% of the total of marz) having lower share of large lands more than 4 times.  
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However, in general, peasant farms by the belonged lands were described by small sizes, 
which is insufficient for the management of commodity and intensive farm economy as well as 
from the viewpoint of specialization of production of peasant farms. 

Structure of marz distribution of peasant farms according to the size of agricultural lands 
belonged to them is reflected in Diagram 3 given below. 

 
Diagram 3. Structure of Distribution of Peasant Farms by the Sizes of Lands Belonged to 

Them, by Marzes 

 
 

Effective cultivation of agricultural lands and their specialization is still mostly stipulated 
by their sizes, therefore the observation of leased lands is of importance in the sense of small 
sizes of lands belonged to peasant farms according to the survey results. 

 In particular, according to the survey results, 29.5% of agricultural lands were used as 
leased lands. Moreover, the great part of them 55.1% were pastures, 21.7%- natural hayfields, 
19.5%- arable lands, the rest- fruit gardens (including berry-fields) (3.5%) and vineyards (0.2%) 
(Annex 1, tables 7,8 and 9). 

Structure of distribution of land leased by peasant farms by marzes is reflected in 
Diagram 4 given below: 

Diagram 4. Structure of Distribution of Leased Agricultural Lands by Marzes 
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As it is seen in Diagram 4, Lori marz is distinguished by high share of leased lands, 
where they comprise 58.6% of total lands, which in its turn is perhaps stipulated by high share 
(79.3%) of leased pastures. Unlike that, Kotayk marz has low share of leased lands, which 
comprises 11.1%.  

In general, in the structure of leased lands, arable lands were prevailing in the marzes of 
Armavir (82.2%), Ararat (73.8%), Tavush  (73.0%) and Kotayk (57.5%), and pastures- in the 
marzes of Aragatsotn (94.3%), Lori (79.3%), Gegharkunik (68.9%), Vayots Dzor (66.6%).      

Distribution of peasant farms (Annex 1, tables 10, 11 and 12) according to the sizes of 
arable lands, fruit gardens and berry-fields, as well as vineyards can give certain idea on 
potential of peasant farms. Peasant farms of Ararat marz have small sizes of arable lands, 61.9% 
of their arable lands are up to 0.5 ha, 26.9%- 0.51-1.0 ha. 35.1% of peasant farms in Armavir 
marz has arable lands of up to 0.5 ha, 34.0%- 0.51-1.0 ha. Such distribution by the sizes of arable 
lands is characteristic for the peasant farms of the marzes of Tavush and Kotayk as well. The 
peasant farms in the marzes of Shirak (87.4%), Syunik (66.5%), Aragatsotn (63.4%), 
Gegharkunik (60.6%) have mostly arable lands of 1.1ha and more. 

The fruit gardens and berry-fields of 90% and more peasant farms have the size of up to 
0.5 ha. The same refers to the distribution of peasant farms by the sizes of vineyards as well. 
With the exception of Aragatsotn and Ararat marzes where peasant farms have vineyards 
correspondingly 14.2% and 9.3%- 0.51-1.0 ha and 15.9% and 2.1% -1.1ha and more.  
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By the survey results an attempt was made to study the main reasons of non-use of both 
private and leased arable lands (Annex 1, tables 13 and 14), in the result of which the received 
responses are characterized by the reflected proportions in the table given below:  

 
 

Reasons % compared to total 

It is far from the settlement 14.7 

Poor quality land 14.9 

No irrigation available 11.8 

Leased 3.6 

Cannot get necessary inputs for cultivation 29.6 

I’m short-handed 7.7 

I’m not in good health 6.3 

Other 11.4 

 

According to the survey results, due to the reasons of unused arable lands, the problem of 
irrigation was especially of great importance in the marzes of Gegharkunik, Shirak, and 
Aragatsotn, the reason of poor quality land was mainly emphasized in the marzes of 
Gegharkunik, Shirak, and Lori. Because of being unable to cover the expenses of agricultural 
production, the peasant farms of Gegharkunik and Shirak as well as Aragatsotn and Syunik 
marzes in the majority of cases gave reasons for the non-use of arable lands. 

Therefore, the productivity of the use of arable lands was stipulated by providing with 
accessibility of appropriate financial and other recourses as well as by underdevelopment of 
irrigation substructures, available transport communications, non-regularity of works on fertility 
and etc.  

 

5.2 Characteristics of Areas under Perennial Plants and Density (full value) of 
Planting  

According to the survey results, the areas under perennial plants (including land adjoining 
farm house) in the peasant farms are characterized by variety of plants and peculiarities of marz 
distribution (Annex 1, tables 15, 16, and 17).  
 Structure of areas under fruit (stone-fruits, seed-bearing fruits and nuts) and berry plants 
by types and marzes is characterized by the following peculiarities: 

 
 
- Ararat and Armavir marzes are mainly specialized in types of stone-fruits, where the 

share of stone-fruits in the areas under types of stone-fruits comprised 
correspondingly 75.3% and 65.8%, in case of average republican indicator -45.4%, 
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- Production of seed-bearing fruits is typical nearly for all marzes but the areas under 
those plants are prevailing in the marzes of Gegharkunik (77.5%),Shirak and Tavush 
(69.3%), Lori (59.7%), Kotayk (52.8%) and Vayots Dzor (52.8%), 

- Growing of nuts is especially characteristic for the marzes of Syunik and Armavir, 
where areas under plants comprised correspondingly 29.4% and 19.5%, in case of 
average republican indicator-15.9%,  

- Growing of subtropical fruits is especially characteristic for Syunik marz(11.0%). 
According to the survey results with regard to the republic 78.3% of fruit plants are in 

fruit-bearing age, including 86.4% of seed-bearing plants, 67.5% of stone-fruits plants, 89.0% of 
grapes. The share of plants of apricot-trees (65.7%) in fruit-bearing age is especially low. The 
same relates to peach-trees (62.5%), sweet cherry-trees (67.1%).   

For productive arrangement of fruit and grape production, it is of great importance to 
provide with full value of plants i.e. number of plants per hectare.  The latter is stipulated by 
multi-type circumstances, that is to say natural production zones, sort peculiarities of each type 
of trees, peculiarities of their care and growing and etc.  
 Stipulated by the above-mentioned restrictions, as well as taking into account the 
circumstance that the questions included in the questionnaire don’t enable to part separate sorts 
of trees, the appropriate data on average density of trees given below are presented as 
noteworthy information and subject to be observed in the sense of mentioned abstractions. 
 Thus, average republican density by separate types of trees per ha received through the 
survey, was described in the following way: with regard to the apple-tree - 397.3, it was 
exceeded by the indicators of Shirak- 560.9 trees, Tavush - 480.4trees, Armavir - 471.8 and 
Gegharkunik - 460.3. As to the average density of pear-tree - 392.1, it was exceeded by the 
indicators of Gegharkunik - 526.0 trees, Shirak - 487.2 trees and Tavush- 476.8 trees. The 
indicator of average density of apricot-tree -239.5 was exceeded by the indicators of 
Gegharkunik -354.3 trees, Tavush- 316.7trees, Syunik -313.6 trees and Aragatsotn - 273.5 trees. 
The indicator of peach tree - 416.5 was exceeded by the indicators of Armavir - 533.8 trees, 
Kotayk - 443.9 trees, Vayots Dzor - 436.6 trees. As to the indicator of grapes - 2012.8 it was 
exceeded by the indicators of Aragatsotn - 2406.7, Vayots Dzor - 2363.8, Ararat - 2278.2 and 
Kotayk - 2253.0 (Annex 1, table 18).   
 It is typical, that with regard to the republic, the high indicators of average density of 
nearly all types of trees per hectare are perhaps stipulated by the circumstance, that as a rule fruit 
seedlings are planted much more densely in the lands adjoining farm house. Therefore, this 
circumstance has its influence on the results as well.  

 

 
 
 
 
5.3. General Description of Cattle-breeding 
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The data on cattle-breeding activity of peasant farms was also received through the 
survey results. According to the results, the share of peasant farms producing cattle-breeding 
products comprised 83.6% compared to their total (Annex 1, table 19). That indicator was 
different by marzes: it was higher in the marzes of Shirak (92.7%), Syunik  (91.5%) and Tavush 
(90.5%). The share of peasant farms dealing with cattle-breeding in the marzes of Gegharkunik 
(89.9%) and Lori (85.9%) was higher from average republican compared to their total and the 
lowest indicator was recorded in Armavir marz. 

It is noteworthy, that economic and non economic reasons grouped from the possible 
versions of reasons presented by 16.4% of peasant farms not dealing with cattle-breeding had 
nearly equal shares which comprised correspondingly 45.9% and 42.8%. 
 From the responses on the reasons of not dealing with cattle-breeding, it was cleared up, 
that factors of appropriate livestock farm being unavailable and not profitable are mainly 
distinguished in their number (Annex 1, tables 20 and 21). With regard to the republic, by the 
survey results the reasons of not dealing with cattle-breeding were described by the reflected 
data in the table given below. 
 

Reasons In % compared to total 

Unprofitable 17.3 

Shortage of fodder 11.2 

There are no appropriate livestock farms 17.4 

Don’t want to deal with cattle-breeding 21.2 

I’m not in good health 21.6 

Other 11.3 

 
 It is notable, that the circumstance of not being enough fodder in the structure of 
mentioned reasons of not dealing with cattle breeding had the lowest share (11.2%), while in the 
republic, the latter was problematic from the viewpoint of development of cattle-breeding.
 By the survey results, all the main directions of development of cattle-breeding such as 
farming of cattle, sheep and goat, pig, poultry are characteristics for all marzes of the republic 
(Annex 1, table 22). According to the data on marz distribution of cattle and poultry realized for 
slaughter in the period of observation (01.01.2004 - 01.07.2004), the territorial peculiarities of 
development of cattle-breeding can be described by the data of the tables given below.  

 (in % compared to total) 
Marz Cattle Sheep 

and goat 
Pig Poultry 

Republic of Armenia, total  100 100 100 100 
Aragatsotn 7.5 16.1 5.4 5.4 
Ararat 10.1 17.2 7.6 9.9 
Armavir  4.7 5.4 8.2 8.9 
Gegharkunik  9.8 12.2 5.4 13.7 
Lori 7.6 6.4 14.69 7.7 
Kotayk  9.9 5.7 10.2 8.9 
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Shirak  28.4 14.7 11.9 10.4 
Syunik  14.2 15.0 20.0 17.6 
Vayots Dzor  1.8 3.8 0.8 3.6 
Tavush 6.6 3.5 15.9 13.9 

 
The marzes of Shirak, Syunik and Ararat are mainly distinguished by the high indicators 

of cattle-breeding of all spheres and poultry farming, as it is shown in the table. Therefore,  
- the indicators of cattle-breeding are high in the marzes of Ararat, Kotayk and 

Gegharkunik as well, 
 - pig farming – in the marzes of Tavush and Lori, 
 - in the sense of poultry farming the leading marzes are Tavush and Gegharkunik. 
 Indicator on productivity is qualitative characteristics of development of cattle-breeding.  
 The marzes of Armavir (154.0 kg), Gegharkunik (143.0 kg) and Syunik (121.8 kg) 
exceeded the average republican indicator of average slaughter weight per livestock head (121.2 
kg) realized for slaughter. The marzes of Gegharkunik (97.1 kg), Aragatsotn (69.0 kg), Shirak 
(66.7 kg) and Armavir (61.5 kg) exceeded the average republican indicator of average slaughter 
weight per pig (60.8 kg).  The marzes of Armavir (22.5 kg), Gegharkunik (18.2 kg), Kotayk 
(17.6 kg) and Aragatsotn (17.1 kg) exceeded the average republican indicator of average 
slaughter weight per sheep and goat (16.1kg). 
 Milk yield of cows compared to the average republican indicator (1728.8 kg) was high in 
the marzes of Armavir (2131.9 kg), Ararat (1976.3 kg), Syunik (1926.1 kg), Lori (1752.7 kg), 
Gegharkunik (1747.6 kg) (Annex 1, table 23). 

 Lori and Tavush were the leading marzes by wool clip indicator, where the average 
republican indicator was exceeded correspondingly by 0.8 kg and 0.6 kg.  

Egg-laying ability of the marzes of Shirak (130.2 pieces), Ararat (130.1 pieces), Lori 
(128.7 pieces), Syunik (127.8 pieces), Gegharkunik (127.1 pieces) and Aragatsotn (125.2 pieces) 
was higher than the average republican indicator (123.8 pieces).  

The appropriate indicators of the marzes of Shirak (13.7kg), Lori (13.27kg) and Syunik 
(13.1 kg) were higher than the average republican indicator of honey received from per beehive.   
 

5.4. Main Directions of Realization of Agricultural Product  
In the conditions of liberalized economic system, the realization of product is of great 

importance along with production, as it is impossible to reimburse the expenses, make 
contributions, continue and enlarge production process without it. 

The specialization level of production of agricultural products by peasant farms is mainly 
described by the indicator of its marketability, which is evident from the structure of realization 
of agricultural product as a grand total of shares of sold product, product provided for barter or in 
kind for hired works (services). 

As to the observation of types of agricultural product, the marketability rate of cereals 
and leguminous plants (37.4%) and potato (48.9%) was especially low and their remainder in the 
farms was comparably high 24.6-32.9%. Unlike that, the marketability rate for melons and 
watermelons (93.4%), grapes (83.6%), as well as for vegetables (72.1%) and fruits (70.0%) were 
high.  By the way, such high indicators of marketability for melons and watermelons and grapes 
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are perhaps stipulated by impossibility of preserving of those products. As to the high share of 
remainders of cereals and leguminous plants and potato available in the farms, then it in its turn 
is perhaps stipulated by the circumstance of long keeping of those products and/or later on 
intraeconomic needs including - use of seeds.     

The structure of realization of plant-growing product by peasant farms, by marzes of the 
republic has some peculiarities. 

The marketability rate of of peasant farms in the sense of cereals and leguminous plants 
of peasant farms was especially low in the marzes of Shirak (35.0%), Tavush (31.8%), 
Aragatsotn (29.2%), Kotayk (24.8%), Lori  (24.6%) and Vayots Dzor (23.6%).  47-54% of the 
harvest received in the mentioned marzes was used in farms and the remainder comprised up to 
35% (Annex 1, table 24). 

The indicator on realization of potato was comparatively low in the marzes of Syunik, 
Tavush, Vayots Dzor and Lori. Thus in the marzes of Tavush and Syunik the remainder of potato 
in the farms comprised 46.7%, 15-20% of the harvest was sold.  In Lori marz the marketability 
indicator was 39.7% and unrealised remainder of the harvest -39.0% (Annex 1, table 25). 

 The marzes of Tavush and Syunik were in the same state with regard to the realization of 
vegetables: 6-10% of the harvest was sold, the remainder in the farms comprised 38.4-44.2% 
(Annex 1, table 26). 

As relates to the melons and watermelons, it is typical that the marketability rate of all 
other marzes (Aragatsotn, Ararat, Armavir) fluctuated between 92.4 – 96.1%, except Tavush, 
where the share of melons and watermelons used in the farm comprised 25.1% of the total 
(Annex 1, table 27).  

Average republican indicator of marketability of realization of fruit and berry (70.0%) 
exceeded the indicator of the marzes of Armavir (78.8%), Ararat (77.9%), Kotayk (76.0%) and 
Vayots Dzor (74.7%)   (Annex 1, table 28).       

The highest share of marketability of realization of grapes was recorded in the marzes of 
Ararat and Armavir (as main marzes dealing with production of grapes), where 86.7-95.0% of 
the harvest was sold, 3-7% was used in the farms and the remainder in the farms was 
insignificant (2-5%). Therefore, the average republican indicator of grapes (83.6%) was perhaps 
stipulated by high levels of marketability of grapes of the mentioned marzes (Annex 1, table 29).          

As to the total of sample population, the structure on realization of plant-growing product 
and the marketability rate of peasant farms is described by the data of the table given below: 
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Cereals and 
leguminous plants 

 
100 31.3 5.3 0.8 37.7 

 
68.4 

 
0.3 24.6 

Potato 100 41.9 6.1 0.9 17.9 1.3 0.3 32.9 
Vegetables 

100 68.5 3.1 0.5 15.7 39.4 0.6 11.6 

Melons and 
watermelons 

100 90.5 2.5 0.4 6.2 0.4 0.4 - 

Fruit and berry 100 63.8 5.2 1.0 23.2 28.8 0.4 6.4 
Grapes 100 82.4 1.0 0.2 9.9 50.8 - 6.5 

 
Unlike plant-growing product, the marketability rate was comparatively high in the sense 

of cattle-breeding product.  
Thus, the average republican indicator of marketability of meat comprised 81.7%, and in 

separate marzes (Vayots Dzor, Gegharkunik, Tavush) it fluctuated between 58-70% (Annex 1, 
table 30). 
 The average republican indicator of marketability of milk and diary product comprised 
65.4%. By those products the marketability rate of peasant farms was comparatively high in the 
marzes of Shirak (74.4%), Syunik (69.2%), Armavir (66.9%)  (Annex 1, table 31). 
 The peculiarity of realization of egg and wool is the thing that about 50% of their total 
volume was sold, and 34-37% was used in peasant farms. The situation was the same with regard 
to the use of honey as well (Annex 1, tables 32, 33 and 34). 
 It is typical, that the marketability rate of agricultural product is still stipulated by the 
difficulties related to the product realization. Thus, the demand of voluminous turnover chain of 
study-production-purchase-storing-processing-realization isn’t coordinated in the conditions of 
incomplete formation of wholesale markets of agricultural product. The ability of functioning of 
the above-mentioned chain is still in the stage of small (in volume) and situational and often 
sectored turnover. Stipulated by that, nowadays the issues on planning and specialization of 
production are the main tasks for the producers of agricultural product, and realization of great 
potential of export and etc. – for the manufacturing and wholesale trade organizations as well.  
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5.5. Expenditures of Production of Agricultural Output and Their Structure  
 
 Gross income of peasant farms dealing with plant-growing is stipulated not only by the 
costs and volume of realization of plant-growing products, but also by the expenditures made on 
the production (Annex 1, tables 35-40). 
 Structure of current expenditures made for the production of plant-growing products in 
peasant farms is described by the data of the table given below:   
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Cereals and leguminous 
plants 

100 2.8 26.0 33.0 11.
3 

11.6 5.0 6.6 3.7 

Potato 100 3.0 9.3 64.2 3.0 10.9 3.2 3.8 2.6 
Vegetables 100 13.7 8.2 23.8 2.6 22.0 12.8 7.6 9.3 
Melons and watermelons 100 21.9 13.2 8.7 3.8 22.5 15.7 7.0 7.2 
Fruit and berry 100 5.4 6.6 5.7 3.7 38.2 25.8 9.3 5.3 
Grapes 100 12.6 9.1 0.4 3.2 39.5 22.1 8.9 4.2 

 
The comparative analysis of the data presented in the table shows the following 

conclusions:  
-The expenditures made for fertilizers and pesticides and payment for irrigation water 

have high share correspondingly 61.6%, 64.0%, 38.2% and 34.8%, in the structure of current 
expenditures made for the production of grapes, fruits and berries, as well as for melons 
watermelons and vegetables,   

- Expenditures on hired work are comparatively essential in the expenditures on 
production of melons and watermelons, vegetables and grapes, which is the consequence of 
laboriousness of their processing and comprised correspondingly 21.9%, 13.7% and 12.6%, 

   - Use of agricultural machinery is typical for production of all plant-growing products, 
but the share of expenditures on leased machinery is incomparably high in the total expenditures 
on production of cereals and leguminous plants (26.0%), 

- Expenditures on seeds and planting stock are especially prevailing in the production of 
potato (64.2%), cereals and leguminous plants (33.0%), vegetables (23.8%), 

-Share of transport expenditures for plant-growing products in total expenditures 
fluctuates between 7-10%, excluding potato, the appropriate indicator of which comprises 3.8%. 

Survey results enabled to receive also information on volume and structure of 
expenditures made by peasant farms by types of cattle in the sphere of cattle-breeding (Annex 1, 
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tables 41-46). According to the received results the care of cattle and especially cows required 
incomparably major expenses. Average republican indicator of expenditures per head of cattle 
comprised  61.5 thsd. drams, of which cows - 68.4 thsd. drams. Pigs (34.5 thsd. drams), sheep 
and goats (10.6 thsd. drams) required comparably less expenses. Expenditures made per head of 
poultry comprised 3.2 thsd. drams.  

Shares of expenditures by marzes are completely different in the sphere of cattle 
breeding. Expenditures made per head of cattle were lower than average republican indicator in 
some marzes such as Ararat (59.2 thsd. drams), Aragatsotn (53.6 thsd. drams), Lori (47.2 thsd. 
drams), Tavush   (35.2 thsd. drams) and in other marzes such as Vayots Dzor (78.1 thsd. drams), 
Kotayk (75.3 thsd. drams), Armavir (71.2 thsd. drams), Shirak (70.7 thsd. drams) it was 
considerably high. 

 Expenditures on pig farming were comparably higher than average republican rate in the 
marzes of Aragatsotn (51.8 thsd. drams), Armavir (48.8 thsd. drams) and Vayots Dzor (47.0 
thsd. drams).      
 Shares of expenditures in the sphere of poultry farming were higher than average 
republican rate in the marzes of Tavush (4.7 thsd. drams), Vayots Dzor (3.8 thsd. drams) and in 
Kotayk and Shirak (3.6 thsd. drams). 
 Structure of current expenditures made by peasant farms in the sphere of cattle- breeding 
is described by the data presented in the below table:  
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Cattle 100 9.0 80.6 2.0 2.7 2.3 3.4 
Cows 100 7.2 83.1 1.9 3.0 2.1 2.7 
Sheep and goats 100 11.0 79.6 1.4 3.4 2.3 2.3 
Pigs 100 1.6 92.4 0.4 3.3 0.7 1.6 
Poultry 100 - 97.1 - 2.4 0.5 - 

 
Expenditures on production of fodder (about 81%) are evidently high in the total 

expenditures of the mentioned branch. That indicator is higher in poultry farming (97.1%) and 
pig farming (92.4%). Expenditures made for hired work are the second by their importance in 
cattle-breeding. 

The study of structure of expenditures on production of agricultural product allows 
making conclusions that high shares of separate expenditures are perhaps consequential for 
seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, and unavailability of wholesale markets of realization as well as for 
the inappropriate level of pedigree works. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
 

The results of sample survey of agriculture allow making the following conclusions: 
1. Arable lands were prevailing in the structure of lands of surveyed peasant farms, the 

total area of which comprised 58.2% of the total. In the sense of development of cattle breeding, 
the areas occupied with natural hayfields and pastures being considerable factor comprised 
correspondingly 20% and 16.8%.  

2. The prevailing majority of surveyed peasant farms (68.1%) had the land of 1.1 ha and 
more and the shares of peasant farms having land of up to 0.5 ha and 0.51 - 1.0 ha comprised 
correspondingly 16.2% and 15.7%.   

3. According to the survey results, 29.5% of agricultural lands were used as leased lands. 
Besides, the great part of them (55.1%) was pastures, 21.7% - natural hayfields, 19.5%-arable 
lands and the rest- fruit gardens (including berry-fields) (3.5%) and vineyards (0.2%). 

4. In the republic 78.3% of fruit plantings were in fruit bearing age including 86.4% of 
seed-bearing fruits, 67.5% of stone-fruits, and 89.0% of grape. The share of apricot-trees in fruit-
bearing age was especially low (65.7%). The same related to the peach-trees (62.5%) and sweet 
cherry-trees (67.1%) as well.   

5. The average republican density of plantings by separate types of trees per ha received 
through the survey was described in the following way: apple-trees- 397.3, pear-trees - 392.1, 
apricot-trees -239.5, peach-trees - 416.5, grapes- 2012.8 trees.   

6. The share of peasant farms producing cattle-breeding products comprised 83.6% 
compared to their total. Economic (unprofitable, shortage of fodder, there are no appropriate 
livestock farms) and non economic reasons (don’t want to deal with cattle-breeding, I’m not in 
good health) grouped from the possible versions of reasons presented by 16.4% of peasant farms 
not dealing with cattle-breeding had nearly equal shares which comprised correspondingly 
45.9% and 42.8%.  

7. The average republican indicator of average slaughter weight per livestock head 
realized for slaughter comprised 121.2 kg, per head of pig - 60.8 kg, per head of sheep and goat -
16.1 kg. 

8. According the data received through the survey, the marketability rate of cereals and 
leguminous plants comprised 37.4%, potato- 48.9%, and the remainder in the farms -24.6-32.9%. 
Unlike that, the marketability rate was high for melons and watermelons (93.4%), grapes 
(83.6%), as well as vegetables (72.1%), fruits (70.0%).  

9. Unlike plant-growing product, the marketability rate was relatively higher than cattle-
breeding product. Thus, the marketability rate of average republican indicator of meat comprised 
81.7%, milk and diary product -65.4%. As to the egg and wool realization, about 50% of their 
total volume was sold, and 34-37% was used in peasant farms. The situation was the same for 
the use of honey as well. 

10. Expenditures on fertilizers and pesticides and payment for irrigation water had higher 
share in the structure of current expenditures made for the production of grapes, fruits and 
berries, as well as melons and watermelons and vegetables. The use of agricultural machinery 
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was typical for the production of all plant-growing products, though the share of expenditures on 
lease of machinery was incomparably high in the total expenditures of production of cereals and 
leguminous plants - 26.0%. Expenditures on seeds and planting stock were especially prevailing 
in the production of potato (64.2%), cereals and leguminous plants (33%), vegetables (23.8%).   

11. According to the results received through the survey, the care of cattle especially of   
cows required incomparably major expenses. Republican average indicator on expenditures per 
livestock head comprised 61.5 thsd. drams of which cows -68.4 thsd. drams. Pigs (34.5 thsd. 
drams), sheep and goats (10.6 thsd. drams) required comparably less expenses. Expenditures 
made per head of poultry comprised (3.2 thsd. drams).  

 
* 

*                                   * 
 

The survey results enable to: 
- create preconditions for the preparation of formation of both statistical and administrative 

registers of peasant farms,  
- complete the composition of necessary indicators with the additional indicators received 

through the sample survey as well as to improve the methodology of calculation and set of 
tools for the conduct of agriculture statistics,  

- improve sample observation methods of agriculture statistics,  
- create preconditions subsequently for the inculcation of new indicators and/or 

implementation of appropriate changes in the appropriate statistical observation documents 
related to the conduct of agriculture statistics.  

 


